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NEWS BRIEFS 


NEW YORK—Civil rights 
activist Hazel Dukes will not have 
to serve any time in jail if she makes 
full restitution to a former Off Track 
Betting (OTB) employee whose 
payroll account she used to buy 
flowers, taxi rides, dry-cleaning and 
donation to her various charities and 
political campaigns. 

A former NAACP national presi- 
dent, Dukes lost her position as head 
of OTB in 1994. The victim of the 
theft, Velma “Mona” McLaughlin 
asked Dukes to manage her accounts 
after suffering from Leukemia anda 
stroke. “She thought I was a goner, 
so she had a good time with my 
money,” the partially recovered 
McLaughlin said from her current 
home in Kansas. 


ity of med school 
student high dispite 
affirmative-action 


LOS ANGELES—Medical school 
students who won their places 
through Affirmative Action became 
as good as doctors as those with 
higher scoring tests and grades. 

The University of California at 
Davis study was conducted because 
of the concern about the recent roll- 
backs in university system for affir- 
mative action. The authors conclud- 
ed that the dmission’s policy that 
takes race and unique skills into 
account showed “no evidence of 
diluting the quality of the gradu- 
ates.” 


New Jersey taxpayer pay 
more out than they get 
back 


WASHINGTON—The average 
New Jersey resident paid $1,900 
more in federal taxes last year than 
ot received in spending from 
gton according to a Harvard 
Univers report. 

The report stated that “this is a 
familiar position as New Jersey has 
been last in the state rankings for 
eight of the past 10 years. Per capita 
federal spending for 1996 in the 
state was $3,841 while per capita 
taxes were $5,756. The report was 
released by Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan of New York. 


Congressman Payne, 
among three meeting 
with Congolese president 


UNITED NATIONS—— 
‘Congressman Donald Payne will be 
part of a delegation going to the 
Congo to persuade President Laurent 
Kabila to permit investigations of 
alleged massacres of refugees during 
the government takeover of the 
country from the long-time dictator, 
the late Mobuto Sese Seko. 

Payne will join U.N Ambassador 
Bill Richardson and Congressman 
Howard Wolpe of Michigan.. A 
‘State department spokesman said the 
three were chosen because of “their 
availability and their familiarity with 
the situation.” 


Church seeks end to death 
penalty in Texas after 31 
executed in 1997 


Catholic Church officials are 
urging the state of Texas to stop all 
executions saying that only God has 
the authority over human life and 
that these executions are contribut- 
ing to the violence in prison life. 

Church spokesman said that the 
death penalty is not a deterrent to 
crime and costs milliona of dollars. 
He also said that the procedure had 
racists implications. 

Thirty-one men have been execut- 
ed in Texas in 1997, the highest 
number in the state's history and the 
highest number in the United States. 
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Court to rule on race preference i in faulty case 


PISCATAWAY—A Supreme Court case that 
‘could lead to the most important ruling in affir- 
mative action in almost 20 years may be built on 


a false claim of racial preference. 


In 1989, attempts by the Piscataway, NJ 
school board to deal with budget constraints trig- 
gered one of the most explosive employment dis- 
crimination cases in the country. The board was 
forced to eliminate one teaching position in the 
business department of the local high school. 
After the assessing the credentials of two instruc- 
tors, Debra Williams and Sharon Taxman, the 
school board decided that they were equally 


qualified. 


The board’s decision was to lay off Taxman, 


a white teacher, and retail 
teacher, to in their words, 
the workpl 4 
Following this deci 
complaint with the 
Opportunity Commission! 
tion joined the fray and 
crimination in 1991. By 
ruled for Taxman, she had 
awarded $144,000 in back} 
the board was ordered to 
she had never been laid ol 
The Third U.S. Cit 
upheld the judge’s 
August. The appeals cou 


ms, the Black 
omote diversity in 


hibits any race-conscious decision-making if it is 
not taken to remedy past discrimination. In 
In the appeal acted on last month, the sch news prc 
board) relied heavily on the Supreme Court’s 
landmark 1978 ruling that first condoned t 
concept of affirmative action. The court s: 
that racial diversity could be a factor in 


axman filed a 
Employment 
Bush administra 


stead 


thought the Piscataway school be 


of Williams being 


give special help to racial minorities, 
an interview on 


a nationally-televised 
m, Debra Williams stated that she 
d “took the 
out” in stating the reasons for 
ff was based on racial p 
more qualified than 


sity’s admission decisions but that ri Taxman. Williams believes that, because of her 

quotas could not be used Master's degree, she is the more qualified of the 

d damages, and Since then, the court’s ruling on the legiti- two, even if both women were hired on the same 
seniority as.if macy of affirmative action by private and public day 

j empl and government set-asides programs City News has learned from other sources 

ür of Ap Mave been far from consistent. In its last full- that in addition to Williams earning a higher 

n 8-4 vote dst blown decision on affirmative action, the court in salary, she has maintained a spotless record with 

Title Vpro! © 1995:curtailed the federal government's power to no reprimands. 


NJPAC: a 


NEWARK—Newark is well on its 
way to claiming its place as an enter- 
tainment mecca. The much-anticipat- 
ed opening of the New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) on 
Saturday, October 18 signaled the 
beginning of what will undoubtedly 
become one of the East Coast’s pre- 
miere showcase venues. 

Part of the continuing revitaliza- 
tion of downtown Newark, many of 
the people now seeing this dream 
become reality voice confidence and 
optimism in the future of the center. 

During the gala opening night fes- 
tivities, which included performances 
by opera star Kathleen Battle, Tony 
award-winning tap dancer Savion 
Glover, the Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater and the Lincoln Center 
jazz Orchestra conducted by Wynton 
Marsalis, Ray Chambers, co-chairman 
of NJPAC, noted that the world-class 
arts center was completed on time and 
‘on budget. Reminiscing on what the 
city was and what it will be again, 
Chambers said that, as a young man, 
he got a great sense of pride and hope 
in being in Newark of going 


-stores. like 


“people have asked me what is the Arts 


‘Center to the city? I say that it is a bea- 
con of hope; a symbol of hope.” 

That symbol of hope is an elegant, 
brick-red complex of two main halls 
plus rehearsal and banquet facilities, 
public amenities, and an outdoor plaza 
named Theater Square. The opening 

was taped for broadcast on 
PBS “Great Performances.” 

According to Lawrence P. 
Goldman, President and Chief 
Executive Officer of NJPAC, opening 
night marked the culmination of a ten- 
year drive that brought together civic 
leaders and business executives, sub- 
urbanites and inner-city residents, 
lovers of Mozart and lovers of 
Wynton Marsalis in a common effort: 
to create a new cultural institution. 

“When a partnership of govern- 
ment officials and private-sector lead- 
ers launched this initiative back in 
1987,” Goldman said, “very few peo- 
ple believed in the promise being 
made: that a major new center for the 
performing arts would be built in the 
Northeast for the first time in more 


„” com- 
mented Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman. “With the New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center, we will show 
that we belong in the major league in 
the arts, as we do in business, industry, 
education, and sports. And with the 
pride of building NJPAC comes the 
economic boost it will give to 
Newark, contributing powerfully to 
the renaissance of New Jersey's num- 
ber-one city.” 


Will Soul Food bring a 


The Honorable Thomas H. 
Chairman of the Artisti 


plans for the creation of the Ñ 
Jersey Performing Arts Cente: 
than a decade, we have seen this 
ject transformed from a few wo 

a piece of paper to this magnifig 
structure today. But it will be 
artists and productions that graced 
stages that will give the building 
true identity and char: 

The Center occupies a 1 2-acres 
in Newark, centrally located betta 
the downtown office buildings ar 
Passaic River waterfront. The 250,¢ 
square foot building, the centerp 
of this $180 million project, i 
rates a 2,750-seat multi-use audi 
um named Prudential Hall; a 514-§ 
performing space named the Vict 
Theater; a 3,000-square-foot reheal 
space, convertible for banquets, 
cial events, and use as a “black b 
performance space; a commu 
room; administrative offices; lob! 
Testautramb: space, including per! 
mance areas for cabaret and popul 
entertainment; a gift shop; anā 
rotunda entrance. 

‘Theater Square, a public | 
suitable for outdoor 
events, is being construct 
Prudential Hall side of the builiing. 
The Victoria Theater § aces 
Military Park, Newark’ tradi ional 
city commons. 

Proximity to Pennsylvania ‘tation 
along with easy access to fou main 
highways and Newark International 
Airport, was a major 1 why 
downtown Newark was ted as the 
site for the Arts Center, ding to 
Goldman. “Northern New Jersey is 
the most densely populated area of the 
United States, and one of tte most 
diverse, ethnically and econonicall: 
Goldman noted. “More than Dur and 
a half million people live withn a 


1 the 


mile radius of downtown Newirk, and | 


they will all find it very easy o come 
to the Arts Center. All roads lead to 
our door-and when you arri'e, you 
won't have trouble parking.” 

Goldman feels confident in the 
marketing strategy they Ihave devel- 
oped for the area. Part ofthe nission 
of The Arts Center will be diversity in 
ts programming schedule, Goldman 
is confident that this willbe success- 
ful. “To understand why, you ave to 
clear away some stereotypes aid mis- 
perceptions,” he said. 

“Tt was not just white people who 
left Newark in the wake of tle 1967 
riots. Although there were several 
neighborhoods in Newari that 
remained anchored by a solid niddle- 
income base of families, man: of the 
middle-class families who could 
afford to leave got out. Whether they 
were black or white. That gav: north- 


icon of hope 


lobby Of the New Jersey Performing Ais Cotte wes E packed for the 
‘opening Photo by Glen Frieson 


Ea New Jersey a mosaic of suburbs 
are more racially integrated, more 
ically diverse, than you find else- 
Where in the country. Morris County, 
Or example, has the highest propor- 
of middle-income and upper- 
come African-American families of 

Any county in the United States 
“The inner ring of suburbs around 
ark has very stable, reasonably 
ll-off families which are predomi- 
tly African-American. We view 
is as a tremendous marketing oppor- 
nity. We believe those people will 
here, provided the’ 
n't built a palace but a place, 
ich is warm, welcoming, open and 
dly. We intend to go after those 


audiences.” 

Goldman plans to be just as ener- 
getic in wooing the more traditional 
audiences. “For us to succeed, we 
need to attract people from all over 
northern New Jersey-not just from 
Newark, not just from the inner sub- 
urbs. Many of those people have in 
fact stopped coming to Newark. 
They've stopped coming to cities, 
period,” he said. 

“We're saying to those people, 
you can’t get what you want out there 
If you want something with the ener- 
gy and excitement and dynamism of 
the best that there is, you have to come 


See Beacon of Hope/pAS 


new menu to Hollywood? 


By Earl Ofari Hutchinson 


Many are hoping that the smash 
box office success of the Black family- 
oriented film, Soul Food will finally 
make film executives realize that there 
are more dollars in making films that 
promote positive racial images than 
racial caricatures. But I’m not con- 
vinced. 

Soul Food writer-director George 
Tillman, Jr. noted that several stu- 
dioexecutives originally rejected the 
project because it didn’t have action 
and violence. Actor/filmmaker Tim 
Reid got the same cold shoulder 
fromHollywood when he shopped his 
film project, Once Upon A Time When 
We Were Colored in 1995. This film 
also gives a positive image about 
Black families and eventually did well 
at the box office. 

However, it will take more then 
the jangling box office dollars of Soul 
Food or Once Upon A Time to free 
Hollywood of its maddening love 
affairwith the ancient racial stereotypes 
that it reserves almost exclusively for 


Blacks. It knows that 1990's blax- 
ploitation films that pump oit the 
stereotypes, are cheaply madi. and 
gross from $15 to $60 milion 
Hollywood also knows that }lacks 
crowd the theaters to see these films. 
When Hollywood is attacked fo" pro- 
moting negative racial stereotypiig on 
the screen it cites these decrepit nyths 
to justify its actions. 

“Black films reflect the realty of 
the Black life. They do not. Nine out of 
10 adult Black males are not in pison. 
‘on probation or parole. Nearly sic out 
of 10 young Blacks reside in twe par- 
ent households. Teen pregnancy “ates 
have tumbled among Black girls and 
leaped among non-Black girls. Three 
out of four Black women have n:ver 
received welfare payments. Eight out 
of 10 adult Blacks are employed. The 
women and men in Soul Food mich 
more closely reflect the family val.cs 
of most Blacks than the dysfunctiova! 
parade of characters that are routin-| 
paraded across the screen. 

* All Black films employ Bla:k 


See SOUL FOOD/p33 


members of Soul Foods extended family are: (Standing Left to right): 
ssa L. Williams, Michael Beach, Jeffrey D. Sams, Vivica A. Fox and 
gan Michelle Smith. Seated are Irma P. Hall, Brandon Hammond, Nia 


g and Mekhi Phifer. 


| Whitman and 


McGreevey 
need to do 
more 
homework 


By g.r. mattox 


Although each of the major 
gubernatorial candidates has his or 
her supporters and detractors, their 
promises and programs, on the 
whole, have not electrified the 
African -American electorate 

These feelings are reflected by 
the New Jersey Black Ministers 
Coun-cil, a group that is being court- 
ed ardently by both sides. 

The Council recently issued their 
1997 report card on the governor and 
general assembly. Reviewing 
Governor Whitman's record in II 
areas, the Council noted that she 
received exceptional grades for her 
strong support on affirmative action, 
because she is committed to veto any 
legislation opposing it; and area of 
judicial appointments. Whitman has 
named African-American to sit on 
the bench in four counties and the 
first Black 10 sit on“ther state 
Supreme Court. 

Whitman received good marks 
in her overall welfare reform initia 
tives and her outreach to minorities, 
noting 20 percent of her appoint- 
ments going to minorities. A bit 
behind those grades, the council 
noted that she has created a climate 
that has assisted the private sector to 
create almost 200,000 jobs, with 
most of this employment paying a 
living wage. 

In the areas of charity care, prop 
erty taxes, school funding, the bud 
and her urban plan, the Council 
felt that the Whitman administration 
has made progress but could 
improve. Particular mention was 
made of her efforts to make housing 
affordable and available and rid 
neighborhoods of open air drug mar 
kets, but notes that economic revital 
ization is still slow and more atten 
tion should be paid to the infrastruc: 
ture. 

With an overall grade of B-, 
Whitman received her worse grade 
in auto insurance. Like her predeces. 
sors, she was unable to move her 
party to support her proposal for 
reform, 

Jim McGreevey received a 
higher overall grade of B for his sen: 
ate record. 

In response to the minister's 
report, Whitman issued a statement 
that Republicans are fairing better 
with traditionally aligned Demo- 
cratic organization shows. However, 
in an interview with Rev. Reginald 
Jackson, president of the Black 
Ministers Council, he stated emphat 
ically that the council is neither 
aligned with Democrats or 
Republicans but works for the wel 
fare of their respective constituencies 
and their communities. 

“The report card is not an 
endorsement of Republicans or 
Democrats. It is simply an evaluation 
of what the candidates have achieved 
is their offices,” said Jackson. 

The minister's Council 
announced that they will hand down 
individual endorsements this week. 


To our Readers: 

Some community leaders 
and business people have 
joined together to urge the 
next governor of New 
Jersey to place the revital- 
ization of New Jersey’s 
urban communities as a top 
priority during his or her 
administration. Please read 
this statement on B6. Add 
your name to the list by 
faxing us at 

(908) 753-1036. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 


ATLANTIC CITY—The NEW Atlantic 
City Convention Center will hold vari- 
ous workshops through Oct. 24. Topics 
relating to current issues in education. 
For info, call 609 449-3940. 


PLAINFIELD—"Domes Violence: 
What Can You Do?", a step-by-step dis- 
cussion about dealing with domestic 
violence and insuring personal safety 
at 10 a.m. at sad ee For more info, 
call 908-756-383 


PLAINFIELD—Domestic violence, date 
rape and other issues in teen relation- 
ships” 3 p.m. at Plainfield High School's 
youth services rec room. 


NORTH PLAINFIELD—Impact of 
domestic violence on families and com- 
munities will be discussed at the 
Vermule Community Center. For more 
info, call 908-756-7721 


MORRISTOWN—New works by your 
favorite artists will be on display 
through Nov. 1 at the Simon Gallery. 
For more info, call 973-538-5456. 


ATLANTIC CITY—Workshop '97, the 
annual conference for NJ's public 
school leaders will offer more than 100 
training and informational programs 
through Oct. 24. For more info, call 609- 
278-5202. 


PARAMUS—Alan Lazarus, professor 
of art, will present a one-person show 
at the Bergen Museum of Art and 
Science. 


(CRANFORD—Union County College 
is offering latecomers a chance to 
enroll in Fall Semester courses. For 
more detailed info, call 709-7500. 


PISCATAWAY—An adolescent confer- 
ence entitled: “TEENS: Defusing the 
Fireworks” will be held from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the Raritan Valley Academy. 
For more info, call 908-281-1513. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 


WAYNE—William Paterson University 
invites prospective graduate “students 
to visit the campus. For more info, call 
973-720-2966. 


UPPER MONTCLAIR—Free public 
telescope nights will be held every 
clear Thursday from 8 to 9 p.m., weath- 
er permitting, with the exception of 
Nov. 27th. For more info, call 973-655- 
4333, 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The NJ State 
Constitution, the NJ Institute for 
Continuing Legal Education and the NJ 
State Bar Association presents a pro- 
gram titled “To Govern a State: 
Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of 
the NJ State Constitution.” From 9 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. For more info, call 732- 
214-8552. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 


NEWARK—'Negro Building”, a portrait 
of Booker T. Washington through the 
eyes of the woman who knew him best 
will be presented 8 p.m. at Newark 


Communi a 


‘Symphony Hall. For more information, 
call 973-624-1584 


PLAINFIELD—Plainfield — NAACP's 
annual freedom dinner will be held 7 


more information, call Joy at 
7648.908-754-3272. Deadline for tick- 
ets are Oct. 15. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25 


PHILADELPHIA, PA—The Million 
Woman March will be held at Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway. For travel arrange- 
ments via bus, call 908-558-9410 or 
908-754-3272. Deadline for tickets are 


WAYNE—William Paterson University 
hosts day for parents at 11:30 a.m. For 
more information, call 973-720-2949. 


MONTCLAIR—The Child Care Center 
at Montclair State University will spon- 
sor a Tricky Tray in the Student Center 
Ballrooms. For more information, call 
973-655-7586 


CRANFORD—Union County College 
presents an evening of renewing part- 
nerships between education and busi- 
ness. For more information, call 908- 
753-7503. 


PLAINFIELD—Non-Violence and 
Safety will be discussed 10 a.m. at 
United National Bank's Educational 
Center. For more infomation, call 908 
756-5000. 


CRANFORD—Union County College 
Foundation Gala to feature “The Right 
Mix” of food and entertainment from 
6:30 p.m. to midnight. For more info, 
call 709-7505. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 


MAHWAH—Ramapo College of NJ will 
have an open house at 12:30 p.m. For 
more info, call 1-800-9-RAMAPO. 


BRIDGEWATER—St. Huberts ne 
Wwl-0- 
Ween Hike from 12 ne 
more information, call 201-514-5888. 


WARREN—The NJ Council for the 
Humanities 1997 book award will be 
presented to Samuel Freedman at the 
Council's Celebration Luncheon at the 
‘Somerset Hills Hotel. For more info, call 
609-695-4838. 


PLAINFIELD—The Van Wyck Brooks 
historic district presents “Spirits of the 
Past’, a Halloween house tour of 
Vintage homes from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information, call 908-754- 
8918 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 27 


NEWARK—The 70th Anniversary 
Extravaganza, of the Upsilon Phi 
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
will be held at 7 p.m. at the Robert Treat 
Hotel. For more info, call '973-482+ 
4115. 


Union County College president 
reelected to education board 


Cranford—Dr. Thomas H. Brown, President of Union County College, 
has been elected to a second three-year term as a member of the 
Executive Board of the New Jersey President's Council. 
The Council was created under the Higher Education Restructuring 
Act of 1994 to provide coordination among institutions of higher edu- 
cation in New Jersey. It is composed of the presidents of public insi 
tutions of higher education in New Jersey and of independent institu 
tions which receive direct aid from the state. A Plainfield resident, 
Brown came to central Jersey in 1990 from Mohawk Valley Community 
College in Utica, New York, Division. He has also served on the facul- 
fies of Seton Hall University, Glassboro State College (now Rowan 
One and William Paterson University Graduate School. He 
ed hi di from the of Maryland 
hd earned both an MLA: andl Pi D, from New York University. 


PNC Bank grant spurs 
growth of new community 


NEWARK—A $5000 grant from the 
growth of the 
city. Sponsored by the Greater 
Newark Community Greening Pi 
whose goal is to improve their neig 
cally blighted blocks into well: 
areas with productive open spaces 
“Thanks to the generous support 
community. greening efforts in Ney 
barrel and urban forestry projects 
Director of The Greater Days Cor 
more than 4000 litter strewn vacant 
ing neighborhoods. With an emphasis d;e 
training, we work with community ri 


INC Bank pane will spur fhe 


fewarke Conservancy (GNC), the 
gram block associations 
hborhoods by transforming phy 


Bank, we can expand our 
rough the vacant lot, flower 
id Marleny Franco, Executive 
“The city of Newark has 

the surround- 
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Emergency Services 
auction raises no 


Fun and filled the air aı this when 


nd 
Newark Emergency Services for Families (NESF), Inc. hosted its 13th 
‘Annual Fund-raising Auction. 

‘Over 200 people attended the auction to bid on a wide range of items 
Tee ee ae Jamaica, Hilton Head, SC and the Florida Keys; 
irline tickets; fine art and sports memoral 
A total of '$26,000 was raised to assist needed individuals and families liv- 
ing in Essex County. 


Ottis Anderson, retired NFL player for the New York Giants, made a sur- 
prising guest team football. 


NESF Board vice predau Paula Valhan, pnm from right, auction 
chair Don Viapree, and NESF Excutive Director Jannette Page-Hawkins | 
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~ WORLD BRIEFS 


TANZANIA EXPELS BURUNDIAN 
REFUGEES 


BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) — Tanzania ex, 
Burundian refugees during the first week of October, 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees told PANA. i 
reasons for the expulsions, Guy Avognon, who is in charge arrie 
ation, conceded that “somte refugees have been crossing the border tor (sever- 
al days) although we believe their number might be less than200.” Avognon 
said that Tanzanian officials were questioning the continued presence of 
Burundian refugees which had been in Tanzania since 1972. He said some of 
the newest arrivals were married to Tanzanians. These were rounded up from 
various towns and villages before being expelled. However, Avognon said that 
a large number of Burundian refugees were still living in two camps along the 
Tanzania: Burund! border. One ofthese, in Kigoma, host 200,000 people While 


Tucker files suit against Time and Newsweek 


She says media has 
‘Hollywoodized’ her complain 


WASHINGTON, ` DC—Dr. C: 
DeLores Tucker, Chair, National 
Political Congress of Black Women, 
filed an amended defamation lawsuit 
against Time and Newsweek maga- 
zines for making mischaracterizations 
of an original suit against Time 
Warner, the estate of Tupac Shakur, 
Death Row and Interscope Records, 


Seagrams, Tower Records, Ted Field 


and other entertainment entities and 
officials for defamation of character 
The announcement was made during @ 


the other, in Ngara, houses 100,000. The Burundi 
that Tanzanian officials are ignoring the political and military oie 
rebels living in these camps. So, Burundi is asking Tanzania to move the 
camps to locations farther away from the border. 

The First Lady of the West African nation of Sierra Leone, in a meeting 


EXILED FIRST LADY OF SIERRA LEONE ASKS 
HELP RESTORING DEMOCRACY 


with the U.S.-based National Council of Churches’ Africa Committee, 
appealed for international condemnation of the military junta that seized 
power in May and for the restoration to office of her husband’s government, 
the country’s first democratically elected government in 30 years. “The 
Couneil of Churches in Sierra Leone has asked the rebels to hand power back 
peacefully to the elected government,” said Patricia Kabbah, wife of exiled 
President Tejan Kabbah. She said she came to the United States “to let a 
democratic people know our democratic government was taken over for rea- 
sons of greed and power and to inflict suffering.” She is asking the U. S. gov- 
ernment “to take the lead in supporting global sanctions against the junta.” 
Hundreds of thousands of people have fled Sierra Leone to Guinea, the 
Gambia and Liberia. The Kabbah government-in-exile is operating from 
neighboring Guinea. 


FRANCE PLEDGES AFRICA ONE MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR SECURITY 


ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (PANA) — French Foreign Minister Hubert 
Verdine announced that Paris will contribute $1 million to the Organization of 
African Unity’s (OAU) conflict prevention and management body. He said in 
Addis Ababa that France also intended to give at least $30 million in 1998, 
for training and equipment used by African peacekeeping troops. Verdine 
made these promises to African diplomats in the Ethiopian capital headquar- 
ters of the OAU, the continent's foremost political body. His speech centered 
on the new French policy towards Africa. Verdine told diplomats that his pres- 
ence signaled “France’s will to develop relations with all the countries of 
Africa” and to reaffirm its support for the OAU. He said that Paris wanted the 
aid of other nations to be coordinated. He noted that Britain, France and the 
United States have recently proposed that all aid for Africa be placed under 
the auspices of the United Nations and the OAU. He added that France 
favored cancellation of Africa's $300-billion debt which “remains a major 
handicap” at a time when Africa is looking for a new momentum for develop- 
ment. 


Churches see 
debt as a critical 
African issue 


By Ghion Hagos 
Speial to the NNPA from PANA 
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia 


(PANA)—The 142-member All-Africa 
Conference of Churches has cited the 
debt burden among the major critical 
issues facing the continent. In a com- 
munique issued Oct. 10, in Addis 
‘Ababa, to conclude the week-long 
series of events included in the organi- 
zation’s seventh general assembly, the 
continental church body called for a 
strong lobby to cancel Africa’s $300 bil- 
lion debt. 

The document listed good govern- 
ment, alleviation of poverty and disease, 
including HIV/AIDS and improving the 
conditions of children, youth and 
‘women, as other challenges. 

In the drive to write off Africa’s 
debt, the assembly called for collabora- 
tion “with organizations already com- 
mitted to the campaign for debt cancel- 
lation.” 

However, the meeting proposed 
four pre-conditions which could be used 
in according states debt cancellation. 

‘These conditions are: True democ- 
ratization in which people participate in 
decision making, respect for human 
rights, demilitarization and the redirec- 
tion of defense funds to public social 
projects. 

Church leaders committed them- 
selves to working with the peoples and 
governments of Aftica to improve edu- 
cation and health systems, with particu- 
lar emphasis on the needs of women 
and children. 

They. also pledged to work with 
governments and civil societies to bring 
about a total ban on the manufacture, 
production, stockpiling, exportation, 
iinpottajion and distribution of land 


"The assembly resolved to help in 
the demining of Angola, Mozambique 
and Sudan. It also issued several recom- 
mendations, one of which read: “Those 
in power, in church and state, must stop 
serving their own narrow interests. 
They must serve the interests of all 
God's people. 

Another calls on the elimination of 
denominational division in the church in 


The assembly also issued an open 
letter urging African leaders to carry out 
sócial transformation of the continent, 
back the debt relief movement and 
respect human rights. 

The main focus of the conference 
was the quotation from St. Paul, 
“Troubled, But Not Destroyed,” which 
officials said reflects Aftica’s current 
problems. 
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One coat, 


press at the National Press 
Club by her attorney, Richard C3 


Angino, of Harrisburg, PA. 
The suit, filed in- Easter: 
Pennsylvania, names Richard 


Fischbein, co-administrator of the late 
Tupac Shakur’s estate, as well as 
Belinda Luscombe, a Time Magazine © 
reporter, and Newsweek reporter 


violence and drugs to children,” Dr. 
Tucker charged. 
Angino said, “In the July 21, 1997 
(original) suit, a consortium, was 
claimed by Dr. Tucker’s husband that 
reads in Paragraph 50, Plaintiff's hus- 
band, William Tucker, (it is charged) 
has as a result of his wife’s injuries 
suffered a loss of advice, companion- 
ship and consortium.” Angino further 
Í stated, “Webster's Ninth New 

Collegiate Dictionary defines consor- 
tium’ as “the legal right of one 
spouse to the Company, affection and 
service of the other.” 

Dr. Tucker’s lengthy crusade 
against gangsta rap music’s misogy- 
nous and pornographic lyrics, lyrics 
she insists, “defames Black women 
and Black people in general, panders 
pornography to our children, and 
despoils talented inner city music 
artists,” has been ongoing for five 
years. Her lawsuit against Shakur's 
® state stemmed from his All Eyez On 


Johnnie L. Roberts. They are charged} Me album, where he likened Dr. 
with mischaracterizing Dr. Tucker’ A Tucker to a prostitute. 


inability to have sex due to the origi-| 
nal suit filed July 21. 

Dr. Tucker reiterated that the , 
“Media continues to distort, twist, 
trivialize and ‘Hollywoodize’ our. 
complaint against the Shakur estate. 
and the vast entertainment consortium 
that produce and distribute 
defamation all over the world.” 

In reference to the Newsweek and 
Time articles, “They insist on twisting 


that part in the suit where it is charged — 


Mr. Tucker suffered a ‘loss of consor- 
tium? into loss of sex. 

“Sex was not mentioned any: 
where throughout the sixty-six counts» 
in the suit. 


this 4 


In the song “Wonda Why They 
Call U B—, “ Shakur sang, “...Got 
© your legs up trying to get rich. Keep 
F your head up and legs closed dear Ms. 
DeLores Tucker. Dear Ms. DeLores 
Tucker you keep stressing me. F- 
4 cking with am-thaf-ucker mind. I fig- 
ure you want to know why we call 
these ho ‘s b-tches, at least this might 
y help you understand it ain‘t personal, 

strickly business.” 
The lyrics to another song, “How 
Do You Want It” read, “C. DeLores 
© Tucker you’ re a m-thaf-cker; instead 
of trying to help a brother you destroy 

l a nigga. 

Dr. Tucker says the record com- 


But they twisted it, in order to” panies are merely trying to stop her 
defame and discredit my efforts to from criticizing music that is “hate 


stop them from pimping pornography, 


NAACP object 


BALTIMORE—NAACP> 
President & CEO Kweisi Mfume crit- 
icized the Merriam-Webster’s 
Collegiate Dic-tionary’s definition of 
a “nigger” as a “black person” or à 
“member of a dark-skinned race” and. 
has announced the NAACP plans to: 
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many sizes. 


Bromley pea coat in black wool/nylon; 149.00. 


In Petite Focus, Town Square and Encore. 
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ridden, race driven, violence and 


join a national letter-writing cam- 
paign to pressure Merriam-Webster to 
either drop or change the definition. 
“The NAACP finds it objection- 
able that Merriam-Webster would use 
black people as a definition for a 
racist term,” Mfume said. “A ‘nigger’ 
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BIG 
challenges 
IRS 
affirmative 
action 


Blacks In Government (BIG), 
is requesting the president’s imme- 
diate attention regarding the IRS’s 


move to abolish its Affirmative 
Employment Programs. This is the 
first federal agency to initiate 


efforts of this nature. BIG held a 


C. Delores Tucker 
drugs driven, and gieed driven.” She 
further asserts her targets are “th 
gangsta in the entertainment suites, 
not the poor, talented artists in the 
streets who are forced to produce 
music defaming themselves and theit 
people. 

In filing the amended E a 
Time and Newsweek, Angi 
“the news media finds the ie and 
defamatory mischar: 
Tupac Shakur’s co-admi 
Richard Fischbein more attractive in 
selling copy than the truth that Tupac 
Shakur and the marketing media ie 
been attempting to shut up Dr. Tucker 
in every way they can.” As a result, he 
continued, the plaintiffs “have been 
forced to file a Second Amended 
Complaint and an action against Time 
and Newsweek in an effort to stop 
once and for all false, malicious, 
humiliating, attacks upon Dr. Tucker 
and her husband” in excess of $5 mil- 
lion. 


ts to definition of racial epithet 


is not a black person or a member of a 
dark-skinned race as defined by 
Merriam-Webster. It is not a defini- 
tion of a person’s race, but a deroga- 
tory word,” Mfume added. “There 

early needs to be a correction imme- 
diately.” 


press in Washington 
D.C. to challenge the IRS’s move 
to end affirmative action. 

In an August 19, memo to all 
executive managers, the IRS Acting 
Commissioner, Michael P. Dolan, 


«it is advisable to temporary 
suspend certain aspects of our per- 
formance management system 
which address expectations or mea- 
surements in the area of EEO and 
diversity. This suspension affects 
two of the general standards in indi- 
vidual performance plans and two 
measures used in the Business 
Review.” 

Oscar Eason, Jr., BIG National 
President said, “ This unprecen- 
dented action could have a chilling 
affect on the operation of not just 
the IRS, but the entire federal sec- 
tor. Minorities, women, and persons 
with disabilities could be negatively 
affected in relationship to their jobs, 
incomes, earnings, and in every 
other aspect of American life.” 

The IRS has also issued a new 
EEO standards that appear to be 
general in nature. However, these 
new standards are primarily pro- 
cessing-oriented and appear to sup- 
port the “Color Blind ” concept that 
is anti-diversity. In diversity, differ- 
ences are respected and recognized. 
The effects of these new standards 
are distinctly —_anti-affirmative 
action. 
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Whitman for Governor 


The election, in a couple of weeks for governor, means a lot to New Jersey, 
especially, New Jersey's urban centers. Whomever becomes Governor will 
have the opportunity to lead the state into the new millennium. Given this task, 
the Governor will either bring us together as a state or carry the weight for fur- 
ther dividing the state between the urban and suburban camps. 

Jim McGreevey, the Democratic candidate for Governor, has made a sur- 
prisingly strong showing by attacking the Whitman tax cuts, high auto insur- 
‘However McGreevey has not presented a substan- 

achievement in urban schools. He has said almost 
nothing about small and minority business development or how he would 
bring jobs to the urban centers. 

Sabrin, the Libertarian candidate, offers one solution for all problems. 
Get government out of the way. He has not reached out to the African- 
American community. 

Whitman has reached out to African Americans. Furthermore she has 
been willing to take positions that did not please everyone. She promised tax 
cuts and made them. According to the Governor, she wants to build on her 
record of savings to the tax payers by cutting government. On numerous occa- 
sions she has stood up for affirmative action and has been willing to cut the 
welfare roles, She has appointed African Americans to key government roles 
and committees. Repeatedly, she has expressed the need to make greater eco- 
nomic investments in the cities, Clearly, we don’t overlook her misquided 
urban school funding plan. She professed to be for higher achievement in 
under-performing urban districts, yet withheld funding until ordered by the 
courts to “do the right thing.” She even dropped Plainfield and Neptune as 
special needs districts when clearly they meet the same criteria as the other 
special needs districts. Plainfield, Neptune and Atlantic City should be includ- 
ed among the special needs district. It’s time to put these districts on the right 
track to create districts of high achievers, However, we believe that the 
Governor, showed exceptional courage in her takeover of the Newark 
Schools. While many people have mixed feelings about State intervention, it 
is clear that the children of Newark, Newark’s future, needed this action. 
Clearly the Governor must accept the challenge to create more competitive 
urban schools. 

The Whitman administration has launched several initiatives in Camden, 
Newark, Asbury Park, Elizabeth, and Jersey City to name a few urban center. 
She has leveraged $445 million for 11 cities. She has put together her Urban 
Coordinating Council, her “A—Team for action” in urban centers. We, how- 
ever, believe that she should create a more comprehensive plan for a public/ 
private partnership to revitalize urban cities in New Jersey. 

We believe, Whitman is more prepared. and ready to lead this state into 
the new millennium than her challengers. The last four years have given her 
a chance to see first hand the problems and challenges of increasing achieve- 
ment in all of New Jersey schools especially the urban districts. She is well 
aware of the outery for relief from high auto insurance and property taxes. 
Likewise, she has spent more time communicating and listening to the minor- 
ity community than either of her challengers. In addition, she is more aware 
of the needs of business and the competitive economic position of New Jersey 
in the region. 

We believe Governor Whitman is better prepared to lead the state into the 
next century and to create the plan and momentum to revitalize New Jersey’s 
urban centers. We believe Gov. Whitman should serve a second term as gov- 
ernor of New Jersey. 


By Paul Jacob 


Anger? That was my first reaction to 
another r sneaky congressional pay 
Perhaps it was yours, too, since polls 
show 80 percent of Americans a 
$3,000 raise for members of Congress 
on top of the $133,000 minimum 
they presently rake in. But think 
again, and have a heart America. = 

Republican Tom DeLay, the House 
Majority Whip tells us, “Some members 
of Congress are living in their offices, It 
is difficult to raise a family and serve 
under these conditions.” My fellow 
Americans, itis not enough to “fee! their 
pain.” We must wipe out politician 
rosy in our lifetime.. 

Term Limits is launching 
Congres a national campaign a 
ing compassionate Americans to don 
canned goods, food stuffs, old clo 
(especially winter coats), and other ite 


vide further benefits for politicians make 
ing four times more money. Oh sure, you 
and I could live fabulously on over 


$133,000 a year. But let’s face it, we're 
not politicians. The way incumbents 
spend money it’s amazing more of them 
haven't starved to death. Think about 
it—if you spent a thousand dollars for a 
hammer, hundreds for a screwdriver, or 
even more for a toilet seat, how long 
would it be before you were broke? 

Congressmen spend $170 million of 
our tax dollars every hour of every day, 
and then we insensitively expect them to 
live on a tiny fraction of that in their per- 
sonal lives. They get used to spending 
over $40,000 a second. My goodness, 
their whole year’s salary ae get spent 
in just four seconds! Then our elected 
officials are stuck sleeping in their office 
for the rest of the year. That’s not fair! 

I hope you're sitting down! Rep. 
Carrie Meek (D-Fla.) eloquently points 
out that, “Soap costs me as much as it 
does anyone else.” With a measly salary 
like $133,000 you'd think Congress 
would pass a law allowing members of 
the club to simply take soap off the 
supermarket shelves without paying, but 
no, they show’ remarkable restraint 
through these personal trials. Makes our 
country proud. 

If your heart has been touched and 
you want to participate in CongressAid, 
please send what you can spare to Term 
Limits, Washington, D.C. 20005. We'll 
see that your generous gifts will get to 


THE CONGRESSMAN 

HEAUTA CARE FOR THEM ANO THER FAMILIES, 
MULTI-MULION POLLAR PENSIONS WOULD HELP... 
JUST AS mutt AS 


WERE EARNS onet A TREE Sos Tei ‘SURE, IT SOUNDS UKE FREE 


Fan a 


IT Does US WELL-OFF halen HAVE A HEART, AMERICA ! 


"REE PARKING AT NATIONAL AIRPORT AND 
Tey: SOM? costs MESE OOR UneoRn TES 


those politicians most in need. The lack 
of soap is so immediately critical we're 
asking that you send it directly to your 
congressperson at U.S. House of 
Representatives, - Washington, D.C. 
20515. 

If, however, you think members are 


already overpaid, too arrogant and con- 
temptuously unrepresentative, the poten- 
tates in Congress suggest you shut-up 
and pay your taxes. Alternatively, do the 
honorabie thing: put these long suffering 
public servants out of their misery with 
term limits. 


Wanted: Leade 


rs for 


tomorrow’s Black community 


By the Honorable J.C. Watts and | 
The Honorable. Alan Keyes 


Black America is in the midst of 
contentious debate over defining a 
“new civil rights agenda” for the 21st 
Century. = 

There is growing political support 
within the Black community—as evi: 
denced by recent polls—for school 
choice, continued welfare reform, 


tax breaks, regulatory reform and cap- 
ital investment to spur economic 
growth and job creation in inner City 


Why California’s Proposition 
209 should matter to vo 


The Black America’s Political) 
‘Action Committees (BAMPAC), ded- 
icated to “developing tomorrow’ 
political leaders today,” is jumpin; 
full-force into the fray. At its recent 
Bi-Annual Dinner, BAMPAC hon- 
or those whose. lives, leadership 


By Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, simila 


President, Rainbow/PUSH Coalition 


We must act now to turn back the 
radical resegregation of America! 
Proposition 209, the amendment to 
California’s state constitution, may 
bar that state’s institutions from con- 
sidering race and gender in hiring, 
contracts and college admissions, but 
the ramifications will have devastat- 
ing effects nationwide. 

We're facing the greatest chal- 
lenge ever to Affirmative Action. 
Never in the history of higher educa- 
tion in America has the criteria for 
admissions to colleges and universi- 
ties been based on one single set of 
criteria. Instead, universities have 
made selections based on geography, 
gender, socio-economic levels, per- 
sonal and professional interests and 
race. If race and gender are no longer 
considerations, institutions of higher 
learning will no longer be inclusive 
and opportunities for women and 
minorities will be greatly curtailed. 

The impact of proposition 209 is 
already being felt. Two medical 
schools in California have no African- 
American students this term. Berkeley 
has only one first year African- 
American law student and UCLA had 
an 80 percent decline in Black, Brown 
and Native-American enrollment. 

If Proposition 209 is permitted to 
stand, what is to stop the estimated 23 
other states reportedly considering 


from mane suit? This is not sim- 
ply a matter of the right of one state to 
make its own choices. The issue is 
much broader. Does a state have the 
right to undermine Federally guaran- 
teed rights? 

On October 27, we will lead thou- 
sands of marchers to California’s 
Capitol in Sacramento. In a follow-up 
to our successful “Save the Dream” 
March in San Francisco in August, we 
will again mobilize a coalition of indi- 
viduals and organizations of good 
conscience to fight this attack on affir- 
mative action. 

This battle is not for Californians 
alone. Already, the conservative 
winds of change are blowing. A recent 
court decision in Texas, known as 
Hopwood, has dramatically reduced 
minority enrollment in universities in 
Texas, Another suit has just been filed 
in Michigan. These attacks on affir- 
mative action not only affect student 
enrollment, they have a devastating 
impact on minority-and women- 
omnes. ae as well. 


reversed! We ne 
support to turn it around! Your future 
and the future of our children depend 
on it! For more information, contact 
the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition at (773) 


FREEDOM!. We need a mighty 
coalition of conscience to keep the 
dream alive! 
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service exemplify the 
Da of leadership needed in the Black 
community of . tomorrow. Chief 
amongst these is James E. Johnson— / 
family man,’ businessman, entrepre- 
neur and — philanthropist—#h> 
received BAMPAC’s “Lifetime of 
Leadership Award.” 

As a young man, he defécted 
from a street gang he neyer wanted to 
be a part of in the first place. Instead, 
he joined forces with the Boy Seouts 
and proceeded to dismantle such 
gangs, peacefully dissuading hig peers 
from submitting to gang rare 
(Today, he serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Boy Scouts). | 

A full decade before th¢ civil 
rights movement began tọ stir, 
Johnson rebelled against segregation. 
A marine stationed in the deep south, 
he demanded to be served at the local 
“whites only” restaurants. 

After his retirement from the mil- 
itary, Johnson was appointed Director 
of the California State Department of 


Veteran Affairs by then-Governor 
Ronald Reagan. He was the first 
Black Ametican to hold a California 
cabinet-level appointment. 

“When then-governor Ronald 
Reagan’s communications director 
came into the outer office to get me, 
just prior to the announcement of my 
appointment, he looked at me, 
stopped in his tracks, and turned right 
back around and returned to Reagan's 
office. ‘Do you know that Dr. Johnson 
is _Black?!? the communications 
director asked Governor Reagan with 
shock. Reagan was angry alright, with 
the lack of respect shown to me by a 
member of his staff,” Dr. Johnson 
says with a smile. a 

Dr, Johnson went right on Naék- 
ing people. President Nixon named 
Dr. Johnson Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy in 1971; at that time, the highest 
military post ever held by a Black 
American. He laughs about the admi- 
ral in Guam who assumed he was a 
cook not the second- aan ranking 


Today, Dr. Johnson heads an 
ifternational_ corporation as well. as. 
AJ charities, Helping Other People 

st (HOPE) and World Benefit 


local leaders by honoring Johnson 
with lis “Lifetime of Leadership’ 
award 

J 


y, community and nation, He 
a lifetime rising above all 


Member {f Congress from Oklahoma. 


By Askia Muhammad 


When I moved to Washington as a 
reporter on the occasion of the elec- 
tion and inauguration of President 


“Jimmy Carter, my survey of the polit- 


ical landscape suggested to me that 
two American cities—Washington, 
D.C. and Atlanta, GA—were poten- 
tially “heavenly” locations for Black 
folks. 


Both cities have Black Political 
majorities, savvy, “progressive” even | 
political leaders, and a thought) civi- 
lized, Southern, “country” popula- 
tions, so I was hopeful indeed to live 
in one of them. I thought Washington 
and Atlanta—two American 


“Southern” capital cities—had the | 


best chances anywhere to resemble 
“heaven on earth.” 

“Now, I feel I can report some 
good news and some bad news. 

The good news is that Atlanta has 
lived up to its potential. The 1996 
Olympics, the exodus of smart 
sophisticated, Black professionals and 
entrepreneurs to Atlanta over the last 
decade is evidence of Atlanta's 
becoming that shining “Emerald City’ 
on the Hill. 

The bad news is that Washington 
has failed miserably. What’s worse 
Washington may have set Black peo 


ple back internationally, because | 


rather than being the modern example 
to all the world that Black folks can 
self-govern, 


it has shown just the | 


By Carolyn L. Bennett 


In an ironic switch of roles in 
Little Rock, Ark. recently. the govern- 
ment took the high ground and the 
historic champion of civil rights took. 
the low. The former governor, now 
U.S. president, amended history at 
Central High School while the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People took 
another step backward. 

The state chapter of the NAACP 
boycotted the 40-year remembrance 
‘of the Little Rock Nine’s brave walk 
to desegregate all-white Central. The 
head of the state chapter told the 
Associated Press that black people 
have nothing to celebrate because 
nothing has changed. 

But he lies. 

Much has changed. And for any 
chapter of the NAACP to deny this is 
to do nothing more than puff up a 
group that, once in the forefront of 
black progress, fails social progress 
by failing to listen to the sounds or see 
the sights of change. And failing to 
craft a new agenda. 

‘What has changed in forty years 
is a Southern Baptist Republican gov- 
enor of Arkansas standing at the front 
door of Central High with a smile on © 
his face. He stands with the President 
of the United States. There are no 
National Guards toting guns and no 
white teenagers spitting on black 


Dr. Manning Marable 


After years in the doldrums, orga- 
nized labor seems to be on the offen- 
sive. There’s a greater emphasis on 
organizing efforts, especially among 

ome and service employees. 
This year the labor federation is 
spending $20 million to recruit and 
organize new members, up from $2.5 
million a year in the early 1990's, 

African-American workers are 
central to the potential success of orga- 
nized labor. Black men and women 
currently represent 17 percent of the 
AFL-CIO’s membership, and in public 
opinion polls are far more positive and 
supportive of unions than whites. * 

But mobilizing the power of black 
workers will require activism outside 
the official ranks of the House of 
Labor. Throughout the country in 
recent years, dozens of local and com- 
munity-based groups have stepped 
forward to demand jobs for African- 
American skilled workers. 
Construction companies, industries 

and 


ks—the elderly, service 
by other depraved Black 
un-victimized Black folks 
defending and making 
Dr jhe „criminals, has done 
han 


fople—the eden u to not 


ington, D.C.—there is no 


“know the true meaning—in the face of 
the absolute “rape and murder” of 


espe- 
cially located in the black community, 
have been put on notice that we 
demand our fair share of jobs. 

In Chicago, for example, a series 
of job site protests have been initiated 
by the Chicago Black United 
Communities (CBUC). When the 
administration of Mayor Richard 
Daley was slow to enforce affirmative 
action, mandates_in_the construction 


Return to Little Rock 


teenagers trying to enter the school. 

Breaking with history, these men, 
President Clinton and Governor Mike 
Huckabee, welcomed the six black 
women and three men who had 
entered Central as teenagers in 1957. 

Clinton grew up and learned to 
engage black people on the same 
terms as white people. He is likely the 
first president to do that. 

“We really do have the right to 
live in dignity. We really do have the 
right to be treated with respect. We do 
have the right to be heard,” he said. 
But in our quest to be respected, we 
must not isolate or resegregate, the 
president cautioned. 

And “there are still people who 
can’t oe over it, who can’t let it go, 
who can’t go through the day unless 
they have somebody else to look 
down on. And it manifests itself in our 
streets and in our neighborhoods and 
in the workplace and in the schools.” 

Nevertheless, Clinton said, “we 
must reconcile.” Face the facts of 
today and take action. 

“Reconciliation is important,” he 
said, “not only for those who practice 
bigotry, but for those whose resent- 
ment of it lingers—for both are pris- 
ons from which our spirits must 
escape. 


Carolyn Bennett is a columnist 
and lecturer at Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. 


Black labor moving forward 


industry, the CBUC began in June 
1994, to picket one dozen construction 
sites demanding the employment of 
skilled African-American workers: 

Similar black community-based 
labor struggles are occurring across 
the South. In Greensboro, North 
Carolina, hundreds of mostly black 
workers at a Kmart distribution center 
began a series of boycotts and peace- 
ful demonstrations in 1994, when the 
giant retailer refused to negotiate in 
good faith with their union, the Union 
of Needle Trades,. Industrial and 
Textile Employees (UNITE). In 
March 1996, Kmart granted a 50 cent 
across-the-board. wage increase, 
which still left workers earning up to 
$4 per hour under what other Kmart 
workers earned at other distribution 
centers. 

As the Greensboro protests’ còn- 
tinued, other community groups began 
to participate. Eighty Greensboro 
churches which belonged to the Pulpit 
Forum, endorsed the demonstrations. 
Protesters pointed to Kmart’s generous 
$1 million tax break which it had 
received for building the Greensboro 
redistribution center in 1992. 

When black labor moves forward, 
both inside the trade unions and with- 
in our communities, the Afri 
American freedom movement a: 
whole advances. 


Manning Marable is a professor 
and historian. 
me ee oe ey 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 


SOMERSET—The statewide Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce of New Jersey 
presents “Partnering for Success,” 
Convention and Expo., at the Garden 
State Convention Center. For more 
information call, 908-595-1470. 


BRIDGEWATER—Business showcas- 
es and networking from 4-7 p.m. at the 
Bridgewater Manor, for more info, call 
908-725-1552. 


EAST BRUNSWICK—The Profes- 
sional Real Estate Organization 
BOMA NJ will hold a membership din- 
ner meeting at 5:30 p.m. For more info, 
call 201-998-6395. 


NORTH BRANCH—The New Jersey 
Association of Women Business 
Owners will present a seminar titled :” 
The Business Plan Basics” On 
Wednesdays fom 7 to 10 pin. at the 


Ground broken for South Ward Industrial Park 


NEWARK—Mayor Sharpe 
James joined leaders of public and 
private organizations including the 
Newark Council, the Newark 
Economic Development Corporation 
(NEDC), Public Service Electric and 
Gas Company (PSE&G) and many 
South Ward local organizations and 
state and federal officials in breaking 
ground for the South Ward Industrial 
Park, a 100,000 square-foot light 
industrial complex. 

The industrial park, located in an 
Urban Enterprise Zone, will be locat- 
ed at the intersection of Bergen 
Street and Hawthorne Avenue in 
Newark. It is expected to draw labor 
intensive businesses to the South 
Ward and create more than 300 new 
jobs. The industrial park is one of 
many coordinated projects in the 
South Ward designed to improve the 
housing, educational facilities and 


Raritan Valley CC. 
For information call 908-560- 9007, 


SOMERSET—Business Expo at the 
Garden State Convention Center. For 
more information, call 908 595-1470. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 


WARREN—Telecommuting and the 
Flexible Workplace—The Business 
Benefits Case from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 
Lucent Technologies, Inc. For more 
info, call 908-964-4472. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 


NEW YORK, NY—‘How to develop 
and execute a profitable marketing 
plan on a shoestring” presented by 
Ancrew Morison, Pies of Nia Direct, 

:30 p.m. at New York University. For 
Oe info, call 212-285-0865. 


Pro-nerTtiT r= 


H.D. Auto Supply! 


875 South Avenue 
Plainfield, NJ 07062 


908-668-4568 
908-668-4622 

Bring Coupon In 

Receive 10% Biscount 
On Any item 


in the 
South Ward. The building will cost 
$6.8 million and is expected to be 
completed by September, 1998. 
Funding for the project comes 
from the NEDC, the City of Newark, 
The Port Authority of New York and 


New Jersey, PSE&G, the U.S. 
Economic Development 
Administration and the U.S 


Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. NEDC is the lead 
ie eee for the project. 

has committed to 
Ae market the park and cre- 
ate a package of utility incentives to 
attract businesses to the complex. 
Space is expect to rent for $4.50 a 
square foot. 

PSE&G has been instrumental in 
forming The South Ward Neighbor- 
hood Partnership, a partnership of 
over 300 partners that are committed 
to comprehensive neighborhood revi- 
talization through economic, business 
and community development; educa- 


tion and training; and social services 
and public safety improvements. The 
South Ward Neighborhood 
Partnership will help establish a child 
care center and after-school facilities 
for workers’ children and work with 
NJ Transit to establish effective bus 
routes in and around the park. 

“We are proud to break ground 
for this $6.8 million South Ward 
Tadusrial Park,” said Newark Mayor 

Sharpe James. “The complex will 
revitalize a community that has been 
plagued by abandonment and blight 
and provide the neighborhood with 
one of the most essential components 
of this administration’s economic 


We plan on using the 
lessons of the South 
Ward Neighborhood 

Partnership as a 
model for revitalizing 
other cities in 

New Jersey. 


g the lessons of the South 


development goals—jobs for our res- 
idents. 


“In addition,” Mayor James con- 
tinued, “the housing authority will 
build housing nearby to compliment 
the project which will transform the 
area into an attractive residential and 
commercial neighborhood offering 
such amenities as daycare, job train- 
ing and recreational outlets. It is a 
great day for the residents of the 
South Ward and the City of Newark. 

“Iam convinced that the future of 
New Jersey is tied to the future of our 


model for revitalizing other cities in 
New Jersey.” 


y 


for 


“We feel there is a strong demand 
in 


top quality industrial space 
Newark, We expect that this building 


Rendering of the South Ward Industrial Park 


will not only attract new businesses 
and jobs to Newark, but will also 
attract additional interest in developing 
other buildings in the area,” said 
Alfred L. Faiella, executive direc 
NEDC. The South Ward Industrial 
Park’s 100,000 square feet can be 


divided into 10,000 sq 


and truck parking, 


security and controlled access. 


cities, and we are committed to this 
state’s success,” said PSE&G’s Al 
Koeppe, senior vice president—corpo- 
rate services and external affairs. “We 7 


Fall Open 
“|i House at NJ IT 


NEWARK——Expl e high- 
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Power to the people 


Facts, news, ine At ea wisdom, 


WEBTV 


SHEN), Light arid Conncets to your TV 


Only $225.00 


and you can cruise the internet too 


Get On The Net Today!!! 


908.226.9696 / 800.504.2137 (pager) 


services fair, and wel- 


tech fields of laser optics, environmental 
science, computer engineering and more 
at New Jersey Institute of Technology’s 
Fall Open House on Sunday October 26 
on the university’s campus in Newark. 
High school seniors and their fami- 
lies will have a chance to meet with 
NJIT faculty, staff and students, and 
explore the wide range of majors avail- 
able. A full day of a 


come from Dr. Saul Fenster, President of 
NJIT, admissions and financial aid 
workshops, and special presentations by 
each academic department. 

Registration will be noon to Ip.m. 
on the main level of the Hazell Center. 
The gyitinasium, bookstore, main 
library, and architecture library will be 
east ogi All activities are 


from La.m. to 4p.m, DNE, ‘campus 
tours, laboratory demonstrations, an aca- 


will be served) 
role ey, 


Choosing Your Local 
Company 


"To Switch or not to Switch" 


Take on the Role of an Informed Customer 
Call the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
1(800) 624-0241 - = 


Making Smart Choices in New Markets 


f'a Your Call 


F LONG ISLAND 


Quality products Since 1868 


* Spices * Extracts *Health *Laundry 


EXCEPTIONAL INCOME OPPORTUNITY 
OWN YOUR OWN HOME-BASED BUSINESS 


LESS THAN $35. TO START 


Call Independent Marketing Representive 
for Free Information 


201-674-0312 


Chase Announces 
1%-2% Down Payment 
Mortgage Program 


e 1% Down Payment From Borrower's Own Funds © 2% Gift or Unsecured Loan 


e Owner Occupied Properties * 30 Year Fixed Rate 
e 1-2 Family, Condo, Planned Unit Development 
e No Minimum Loan Amount e Purchases Only 


e Closing Cost Loan Program Available 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ATTEND ONE OF OUR SEMINARS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 


Call 1-800-636-6395 ext. 427 to reserve your seat 
at one of the convenient seminar locations listed below 


FREE HOME BUYER’S SEMINARS AT THE CHASE MANHATTA 


N BANK BRANCHES. 


BROOKLYN 


257 Utica Ave., corner of Lincoln Pl. 


11/3, 6-8 pm 
975 Bedford Ave., comer of Dekalb Ave. 


11/12, 6-8 pm 
883 Flatbush Ave., corner of Church Ave. 


BRONX 
10/21, 6-8 pm 
76 East 161st St 
bet. Gerard Ave. & Grand Concourse 


10/22, 5-7 pm 
1536 Westchester Ave., 
corner of Boynton Ave. 


10/30, 6-8 pm 
128 East Fordham Road 
bet. Creston & Grand Concourse 


11/19, 6-8 
5581 Broadway, comer of 231st St. 


10/21, 6-8 pm 
601 Portion Road, corner of Ackerly 
Lake Ronkonkoma 


10/30, 12-1 pm & 1-2 pm 
4250 Veterans Memorial Hwy 
Holbrook 


LONG ISLAND, cont. 
10730, 6-8 pm 
335 Rockaway Turnpike 
near Peninsula Blvd. 
Lawrence 


11/13, 6-8 pm 
1466 Straight Path 
Wyandanch 


2218 5th Ave, comer a 135th St 


10/23, 6-8 pm 


180 Canal St., corner of Mott St. 


10/28, 5-7 pm 
1501 Broadway, comer of W 44th St 


10/29, 5:30-7:30 pm 
300 W 125th St. 


corner of Frederick Douglas Blvd. 


11/4, 6-8 pm 
3940 Broadway, comer of W 165th St. 


11/5, 6-8 pm 


1251 Ave. of the Americas, 


comer of W 50th St 


11/13, 6-8 pm 


598 Madison Ave., corner of W 57th St. 


NEW JERSEY 
11/3, 6-8 pm 


Mclean Blvd. & East 33rd St 


Paterson 


NEW JERSEY, cont. 
11/10, 6-8 pm 
235 Main St 
Hackensack 


11/13, 6-8 pm 
148 Market St 
Paterson 


QUEENS 
10/20, 4-6 pm 
51-15 Metropolitan Ave. 
corner of Flushing Ave 


10/22, 6-8 pm 
93-01 Supthin Blvd. 


11/5, 6-8 pm 
93-01 Northern Blvd. 
comer of 93rd. St. near Junction Blvd. 


11/6, 6-8 pm 
46-01 Greenpoint Ave. 


WESTCHESTER 
10/23, 6-8 pm 
191 Mamaroneck Ave. 
White Plains 


10/27, 6-8 pm 
22 West First St. 
Mount Vernon 


10/28, 6-8 pm 
314 South Broadway 
Yonkers 


Bank 


subject to change without notice. Al loans are subject to credit and 


20 Plaza, NY, NY, 10081 


equal Housing Lender TEY 


are foot units to 
meet individual tenant’s needs. Among 
the amenities at the park are ample car 
28-foot ceiling 
tor, heights to accommodate trucks, pro- 
fessional landscaping and 24 hour 
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“Local Briefs 


NJN’s community affairs 
series addresses issues in 
the Black community 


TRENTON—Another View, 
NIN’s African-American community 
affairs series will present 
“Empower-ment Summit” on 
Sunday, Oct. 26, 12p.m.. 

This 30-minute special examines 
existing empowerment initiatives 
working to strengthen minority com- 
munities. 

Another View will step into the 
political race with Election ‘97: The 
Black Vote: on Tuesday, Oct. 28, 
6:30 p.m. and on Sunday, Nov. 2, at 


jon. 

This public affairs special 
explores the state of affairs of the 
African-American community and 
identify what issues many black vot- 
ers feel strongly about. 


California Senator to 
deliver keynote at break- 
fast for Wynona Lipman 


NEWARK—Diane E. Watson, 
Ph.D., a member of the California 
State Senate, will speak to attendees 
at New Jersey State Senator Wynona 
Lipman’s Annual Breakfast on 
Sunday, October 26, 1997 at 8:30a.m. 
The event will be held at the Robert 
Treat Hotel, 50 Park Place in Newark 
and is a fundraiser to support Senator 
Lipman’s re-election bid. 


Essex County agencies 
meet to discuss concerns 
over children’s health care 


NEWARK—The Newark Emer- 
gency Services for Families’ (NESF) 
9th Annual Networking Conference 
“Healthy Children, Ready to Learn” 
will focus on children’s health care 
issues. The Conference will be held 
on Thursday, November 6, 1997, 
from 8:30 a.m.to 12:00 p.m., at 
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center, 
201 Lyons Avenue, New: 

NESF’s networking conference 
will bring together social service 
providers, health care providers, 
community leaders, and concerned 
citizens to discuss and share infor- 
mation that will benefit needy fami- 
lies and children in Essex County. 
For more information on the confer- 
ence, please contact NESF at (973) 
643-5727. 


Meeting discusses residents concerns 


The problem of unleashed and 
roaming dogs came to a head in 
Plainfield recently when 11-year-old 
James Fletcher was viciously attacked 
while playing with friends in a neighbor- 
hood 


Residents of West End Gardens and 
Liberty Village attended a meeting with 
the Plainfield Police to discuss this and 
other quality of life situations in these 
housing complexes. 

Fletcher’s mother, Delores was 
among the 30 concemed residents 
attending the meeting. She was not only 
concemed for her son, who received five 
puncture wounds from the dog, but for 
other individuals: Saying what she could 
do to get rid of the problem, she told the 
group, “my boy has 19 stitches! He’s got 
to get four more rabies shots. Anything I 
can do about it, I’m gonna do it! 

The young Fletcher additionally 
must take expensive medication to ward 
off infection. 


NJPAC: 


The dog’s owner, Theresa Linico, of 
654 West Front Street, was given’ four 
summonses for violations of the city dog 
ordinance. She later retrieved the dog 
from the city’s animal control agency. 

Officer L. Hudson, a member of the 
police force assigned to the mini-station 
serving the Elmwood Gardens-West End 
Gardens-Liberty Village complex, told 
the resident that the police are here for 
them and available to them. “We'll be 50 
percent walking, in my opinion, 30 per- 
cent bike and 20 percent car usé, so 
we're always out there. 

“You will get a chance to talk to 
these officers...we want to know your 
concems. There’s a lot of things we 
know about here, but there’s a lot of 
things we don’t know about that you see 
everyday,” he said. 

Other areas of concer in this 
association meeting were to discuss 
ways of removing the negative clements 
from the neighborhood, including’ the 

3 
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Beacon of Hope 


Continued from page 1 


to the NJPAC. 

“There are plenty of people out 
there who want to see world-class artists, 
and see them live. But they don’t want 
to leave at five for an eight o'clock cur- 
tain-or pay $28 for parking.” 

Stephanie Hughley, vice president 
for the Center’s programming agrees 
with Goldman that the Arts Center 
can be nothing but a success. She says 
of skeptics, “I’m glad they’re skepti- 
cal. It confirms that I’m in the right 
place. In fact, this may be the only 
place where we could make this hap- 
pen, because until very recently, 
downtown Newark was the most 
undervalued piece of real estate in 
North America. 

“This city has an amazing mixture 
of people, representing every culture 
imaginable. It can already draw on 
resources that include strong colleges, 
wonderful theater companies, and a 
very important museum, as well as a 
fine symphony orchestra. It’s the hub 


O eT 
FINALLY, A HOME EQUITY 
LINE OF CREDIT 
THAT GIVES YOU 
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS. 


of a fantastic transportation newdik. 
When I think of all the opportunities 
Newark offers, and the way this city 
has been left wide open for cultural 
development, I realize that this is the 
most exciting place for me to be right 
now.” 

‘Although they will work in differ- 
ent ways, Philip Thomas, vice prégi- 
dent of arts education, shafes 
Hughley’s confidence that he 
carry out his place in the NJPAÍ 
mission. “Education and prograt 
ming are part of a whole, of a cent 
and everyone should be able to rel 
to that center. I truly believe no 
should have to say, “I can’t participa 
in the New Jersey Performing A 


es 


Beoeant 


Center,” he said. 

“If somebody calls me on fhe 
phone and asks how to participate, thy 
first three questions are going to Be, 
“Where do you live? What are you 


interested in? How can we makli 
happen?” We are working towal 
that goal of being able to serve all 
people of New Jersey.” 
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Investors Savings’ Homeowners Equity Line of Credit, witha 
fixed introductory rate for 3 or 5 years and money-saving benefits. 
Here’s simply one of the smartest, easiest ways to free up the equity in your home and have 
the money to do the things you want. It's Investors Savings Bank’s Homeowners Equity Line 


of Credit, and it features both a low rate and a list of extraordinary benefits. Just look at the 
advantages you get at Investors Savings: 


No points. 


+ After the fixed-rate period, variable-rate 
payments of only 1% over the prime rate : 


++ 


. The ibility of si 


tax ad 


* Based on the current prime rate of 8.50% + 1% margin. 
** Interest is usually tax deductible; please consult your tax advisor. 


No appraisal fee. 
No application fee. 


You don’t have to be a current customer 
of Investors Savings Bank to qualify. 
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at your 


9’ office 


CORPORATE OFFICE: 


249 Mitur Avenue. Mabur 


Bradees SPopong Cerier 
COLTS NECK: 

Highway 34, PO. Box 127 
DEAL: 

88 Norwood Avenue, PO. Box 22 
EAST ORANGE: 


27 Prospect Sweet 


INVESTORS 


hood 


or call our Loan Origination Department: 


1-800-252-8119 
Bensu fom e best 


EDISON: LONG BRANCH: SPRINGFIELD: i 

| 1855-85 0ak Tree ace 169 Bceoway a Meunian Avenue 

| FREEHOLD: MADISON: eae oar 

| Highway 9 and Adelphia Roade 16 Waverly Place" SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS: 

| HILLSIDE: MILLBURN: ee ce 

| 1128 teny Avenues 243 burn Arent TOMS RIVER: 

| IRVINGTON: NAVESINK: nt e 
dren ts Higay 9 and Valey Dres de 

{Gat Seng rene 

1065 Stuyvesant Avenue DEERD ws -979 Stuyvesar 

Livingston: achang Arer he! Separo Crt Poe 228 
193 South Livingston Avenue” ‘SHORT HILLS: 

SN East os Road” The Mal (Upper Lewe)" 


‘Investors’ 24-Hour 


"ATM Location 


SAVINGS nan 


| 
{ 


d 


aoe Ê 


extensive drug activity, the relocation of 
the Methadone clinic, resident safety, 
curfew and confidentiality of phone calls 
to police. 

Sergeant J.F. Alexander informed 
the residents about each officer having a 
separate phone number and voice mail 
for them if they would like to speak with 
a particular officer. Again, he stressed to 
the audience, “We’re here to work with 
you.” Additional patrols have been post- 
ed in the area. 

A resident of Dixon said, “In order 
for us to be successful in this venture, 
we’ ve got to take a risk. In order for us to 
get rid of what it is we are looking to 
weed out our neighborhood, somebody 
has got to stand up. You can’t sit home 
and look out your window and see these 
guys dealing these drugs. You have an 
Sred to pick up the phone and call 


cae Alexander told the resi- 
dents they don’t have to give personal 


Like thousands of other work sites 
across the country, Prudential’s “Take 
Our Children To’ Miik Day” gave chil- 


their parents working lives. 
Children To Work Day” was created as 
an alternative to “Take Our Daughters 
(and Take Our Sons) To Work Day” so 
that both boys and girls could partici- 
pate. Shown here are children meeting 


Mary Swendeman, a Prudential 
employee that used a seeing-eye dog 
named Robin. She also hosted a diver- 
sity Workshop that exposed children to 
issues that surround people with dis- 
abilities. 


Vote Nov 4 
for the candidate that 
represents your community 
BEST! 


information if they choose not to. “We 
will take the information you give us, 
investigate and act on that,” he said. “We 
are not traditional, we have more time to 
spend with each problem to try to reach 


a solution.” 

The number to the mini-station is 
908 56. If you have a problem 
with a dispatcher at Plainfield Police 
Headquarters, call 908-753-3013. 


‘Seargeant J.F. Alexander discussing new police operations 


Irvington regains 
control of its finances 


State officials on Wednesday 
October 8, 1997 granted financial 
control back to the Township of 
Irvington, the result of a major over- 
haul of budgetary and accounting 
operations initiated last summer by 
Mayor Sara B. Bost. 

With a declaration that Irvington 
has returned to fiscal solvency — the 
township has erased a $17 million 
deficit and has entered fiscal year 
1998 with a surplus of $559,000 - the 
Local Finance Board, which ea 
the budgets of the state’s munici 
ties, voted 7-0 to relinquish as 
‘over municipal operations. 

Irvington’s new-found autonomy 
was granted on two the 


from a high of 765 employees in 
1994, when she took office, to 58 
today. 

Ties Ane ha aielaicdinta 
lower real estate tax payments for 
August 1997 billings by an average of 
$300 for a one-family home. The 
same reduction is expected for 
November payments; and a further 
decrease of about $100 is projected 
for the first quarter billing cycle of 
1998. The amount to be raised by 
taxes for FY 98 — $32.7 million — 
represents a $2.5 million decrease 
from a total of $35.2 million for FY 
97. The current budget of $64.6 mil- 
lion provides for the addition of 21 


township must submit to the Division 
of Local Government Services of the 
Department of Community Affairs, 
monthly revenue and expense reports, 
and quarterly reports detailing hirings, 
firings and promotions. “We certain- 
ly can - and will — meet those 
requirements,” said a jubilant Bost 
upon learning of the Board’s decision. 
“We are in good shape now, and we 
certainly intend to stay that way. 
Unlike prior administrations, we will 
not disregard the mandate for fiscal 
efficiency.” The Mayor continued, 
“Our fiscal triumph. is a. proud 
moment in Irvington history. It’s been 
a long road, but the journey has been 
well worth it. 

The road to recovery began in 
July 1996, when Bost hired Elvis 
Gooden to head the department of 
Revenue and Finance. In compliance 
with the Mayor’s directive, Gooden 
implemented the township’s first ever 
computerized budgeting and purchas- 
ing system to establish stringent con- 
trols in the process of acquiring goods 
and services for the Township. 

Among a number of cost-cutting 
measures that Bost authorized to 
but 
were the privatization of 
sanitation services and traffic signal 
maintenance, saving the township, 
respectively, about $1.2 million and 
$75,000 annually; and a 14 percent 
reduction in the municipal workforce, 


with the township on October 9; the 
hiring of 11 or 12 police officers, 
boosting the force to about 190; and 
the acquisition of an computerized 
optical scanning system for the quick 
efficient retrieval of documents. 
Gooden said the system is expected to 
be installed early next year. 

The economic boom in Irvington 
is expected to continue as 8 variety of 
new businesses —including some 
national retailers-attracted by the 
Urban Enterprise Zone, open in the 
near future, 

The UEZ has expanded the police 
walking patrol, acquired new fire 
communication’ equipment, and is 
installing large colorful. banners to 
advertise the program with funds 
accumulated from its first year of 
operation. 

The township has also embarked 
on a major plan, spearheaded by the 
Office of Community Development, 
to upgrading housing stock. The 
department is in negotiations with 
builders and non-profit organizations 
to develop new and rehabilitate old 
residential structures. Municipal offi- 
cials also plan to unload a number of 
town-owned residential and commer- 
cial properties at an upcoming auc- 
tion. 

“We are undergoing a global revi- 
talization, and we want everyone to be 
a part of the new Irvington,” Bost 
said. 
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Ritalin: 


The cruelest 
form of ‘help’ 


by Lori Sanders 


Painful memories have been 
flooding my mind lately as I read 
about the controversy/debate of the 
use of the drug Ritalin for “Attention 
Deficit Disorder,” otherwise known 
as ADD, or ADHD, HYPERAC- 
TIVE. This drug is used mainly to 
improve/control the academic perfor- 
mance of young children starting as 
early on as pre-school and continuing 
through high school and has been 
around and prescribed for over 50 
years. 

Seventeen years ago my son was 
a bright, energetic, happy and beauti- 
ful young child, straight out of kinder- 
garten with his whole life to look for- 
ward to. Then it happened. His first 
grade teacher— I can’t really 
remember her name and maybe I 
don’t want to—called me into her 
first t grade class one day to discuss my 
son’s academic progress and his 
apparent inability to focus in class and 
stay on task as well as all the other 
kids. She told me he was hyperactive 
and that I should take him to the doc- 
tor to have him diagnosed. Not long 
after that I remember sitting in the wait- 
ing room, being called in with my 7- 
year-old son and within five minutes 
my son was diagnosed with ADD, and I 
held a 3-part prescription for Ritalin 
(each copy going to the proper govern- 
ment agency since this drug was so 
extremely addictive, like heroin or 
cocaine, or speed...which it is). Never 
was my family history taken, never was 
I wared of the adverse side effects of 
this long term drug, and worse yet, 
never did I think of getting a second 
‘opinion, nor did I question the doctor 
about the adverse side effects of this 
drug. Like a dutiful mother I just fig- 
ured he was the doctor. He knew what 
he was doing. 

Three years later I found myself 
and now 10-year-old son sitting in the 
waiting room of another doctor’s office. 
He was the head of Child Behavior at 
Chock’s Children’s hospital. My son 
was now showing signs of adverse side 
effects of the drug Ritalin. His eyes 
were rolling in their eye sockets. He 
was doing weird ritual things like spit- 
ting three times in a row skipping three 
times only. He had facial ticks, eye 
blunting, facial contortions—things 
like that. My son’s nervous system was 
permanently damaged; in medical 
terms, organic chemical imbalance of 
the brain caused by the drug Ritalin. 

There is a disease that can precipi- 
tate from the drug Ritalin. It is called 
Tourette Syndrome. It’s the disease 
may have heard about lately on talk 
shows, when a person uses profanity 
loudly anywhere, anytime and can’t 
seem to control their physical impulses 
as well. My son never had this symp- 
tom, he was one of the lucky ones. He 
had a different degree of an involuntary 
nerve tick disorder, but I met someone 
who did suffer from T.S. after being on 
Ritalin for only nine months. Many 
children grow up to become drug 
addicts and alcoholics in their teen and 
early adult years due to the dependence 
of Ritalin in their life and because of the 
pain of withdrawals and the lack of cop- 
ing skills they might have normally 
been able to learn. If only other alterna- 
tive methods of therapy had been inves- 
tigated and tried first. Some of us are 
truly looking for a quick fix, an easy 
answer. We're too busy for our kids. So 
we are willing to drug them if that is 
what it will take to get the job done and 
done fast. 

My son was very blessed. At the 
age of 24 he stil suffers from eye blunt- 
ing and some light facial contortions, 
but with God’s help. vitamin and miner- 
al therapy which helped heal his ner- 
vous system, and a much smarter mom, 
he now has a I beautiful girlfriend. a 
very good paying job, and a bright 


future ahead of him. 


PLAINFIELD—Visiting Nurse 
and Health Services, through it’s affili- 
ate, Tri-County VNA, gave back to the 
community by volunteering for the Day 
Of Caring sponsored by United Way of 
Union County. Day Of Caring is desig- 
nated by United Way as a day when 
companies that have made donations for 
United Way, non-profit organizations 
that are recipients of the funds, and vol- 
unteers come together to help the com- 


unity. 

Volunteers of United Way of Union 
County worked with volunteers, who 
are employees of Visiting Nurse and 
Health Services, to provide lunch for 
residents of a subsidized housing com- 
plex in Plainfield. Approximately 100 
residents had lunch in the common din- 
ing area and another 20 residents were 
serviced in their apartments since they 
were physically unable to leave their 
apartments to attend the luncheon. Food 
and paper goods for the event were 
donated by Wakefer Incorporated. 

Names of United Way Volunteers 
are: Fran Williamson, Willetta Ba Cote, 
Herina-Sisco, Tom 
O'Bryan, 
Florence Wright. Volunteers spent a 
great deal of time coordinating and 
planning for the event. Volunteers 


picked up the food from Wakefem to 
take it to the housing. Residents of the 


Oasis Temple #11 makes 
donations to St. 


Oasis Temple donation to Saint Michael's ped 
isimene 8 months old, of Orange, and Jasmin, 
Byrd, 5 years old, of go watch the new, TV, together, 


use as patients Jasi Exume, 


housing complex were extremely 
pleased to be served by volunteers. 
Volunteers said, “It was a very reward- 
ing experience. It is amazing how we 
can help people in need when we pool 
our resources.” Visiting Nurse and 
Health Services was supported by 
Wakefem to help the community and 
make the difference in the lives of resi- 
dents of the housing complex. It is sto- 
ries and people like these that encourage 
other individuals and companies to pool 
their resources to help the community. 
Visiting Nurse and Health Services 
is a non-profit, Medicare certified home 
health care and hospice agency. It serves 
the four communities of Union, 
Middlesex, Monmouth and Somerset 
through it’s affiliates: Tri-County VNA, 
Visiting Nurse Affiliate, Greater 
Monmouth VNA, and Visiting Home 
Care. The agency has served the com- 
munity for over 85 years. It serves over 
10,000 patients annually and works with 
over 8, 000 physicians, The agency also 
provides a great deal of community 
, including flu shots, 
ar screenings, public health educa- 
tion programs (over 1, 000 educational 
programs in Union County alone in col- 
laboration with local county agencies, 
companies and schools, covering topics 
such as health hazards of smoking). 


Michael’s 


floor is put to good 


Members of the Oasis Temple #11 in Newark recently presented a check for 
pediatric patients at Saint Michael’s Medical Center during a meeting of the 
hospital's leadership. Oasis Temple members held various fundraising 
activities ia the year to raise the money for Saint Michael's and 


other special pi 


donation to Saint Michael’s has been used to 


The 
purchase a new "VER and monitor for the pediatrics floor. 


Solutions for healthy child 
care facilities or food safety 


If you are a working parent and your 
child attends pre-school or a child care 
facility, the following information may 
help to cut sick days needed to attend to 
an ill child. 

Children in care outside the home 
are at a higher risk for contacting disease 
because they are exposed to germs from 
other children. Because children’s 
immune systems aren’t yet fully-devel- 
‘oped, they come down with infectious 
disease early and often. Understanding 
the connection between proper hygiene 
and infectious disease control is vital in 
ong child care facilities and homes 


Fewest is the simplest, most 
effective way to reduce the spread of 
infectious disease in child care facilities. 
Ina study of child care centers where a 
handwashing training program was 
given and proper procedures were main- 
tained, the rate of diarrhea, in the center, 

50 percent. 

Following are suggestions of when 
children and staff should wash their 
hands: 


Upon arrival 
> Before preparing, handling, or 
serving food 
* Before and after eating meals or 
snacks 
* After coming in from play 
+ After using toilet facilities 
+ After helping a child with toileting 
+ After handling classroom pets 
+ After diaper changing 
+ After cleaning diapering or bath- 
room areas; or, cleaning up a mess 
* After handling used tissues 


Proper handwashing includes: 

Step 1: Wet hands and lather, rub- 
bing front and back for at least 20 sec- 
ons with soap, preferablyliquid or pow- 


pon 2: Rinse under running water 
from wrists to fingertips. 

oe : Dry hands with paper towel. 

4: Use paper towel to tum off 

faucet (remember —dirty tumed 

the faucet on). 
On field trips and other times when 
handwashing is not possible, use dispos- 


able wet wipes. Each adult/child should 
their own wipe. 

Note: Soap does not have to be anti- 
bacterial. Bar soap or liquid soap may be 
used by staff, as both are equally effec- 
tive. However, liquid soap should be 
used by children, as they may not have 
the dexterity to handle a bar of soap. It is 
the physical action of handwashing, not 
the type of soap, that removes soil. Bar 
soap does not transmit bacteria. 

‘The other two steps that go hand-in- 
hand with handwashing, to prevent ill- 
ness, is sanitizing and disinfecting. 

For more information on solutions 
for healthy child care facilities or Food 
Safety, contact Rutgers Cooperative 
Extension of Union County at 908-654- 
9854, or your local Health Department. 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension provides 
information and educational services to 
all people without regard to sex, race, 
color, national origin, disability or handi- 
cap, or age. 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 


Going to church may be as good 
fior the body as it is for the soul, espe- 


Religious services 
linked to better health 


ior of a randomly selected group 


Calendar 


cially for the elderly, are 
[iciscovering. 
f Harold G. Koenig, MD, MHSC, 
Rand colleagues at Duke University 
| Medical Center in Durham, NC, 
report in the October issue of the 
International Journal of Psychiatry in 
Medicine that their study of more than 
71.700 older adults in North Carolina 
revealed an association between reli- 
Tzious observance and enhanced 
“immune function that was consistent 
| across multiple analyses. 

The researchers report that 60 
percent of elderly persons attend reli- 
gious services at least once a week, 
despite increasing health problems, 
Fand earlier studies suggest that those 
“who do attend church frequently are 
in better physical health than those 
| who do not. What has been unclear is 
‘whether only the most healthy can get 
Tio church regularly or whether fre- 
‘quent church attendance prevents 
their health from declining or at least 
| slows the decline. 

F In the first study to examine the 
| relationship between religious atten- 
ce and the immune system, the 
| Duke University researchers have fol- 
lowed since 1986 the religious behav- 


called the Establishment of 
tudies 
of the Eider (EPESE). They inter- 


viewed 1,727 participants at home and 
tested their blood for nine substances 
that indicate activity of the immune 
system and inflammatory response. 
The investigators found that those 
who attended religious services fre- 
quently were only half as likely to 


OCTOBER 22 


MOUNTAINSIDE—Attention 
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (AD/HD) 
seminar will be held at the Children's 
Specialized Hospital from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. For more info, call 908-233-3720. 


ELIZABETH—Visiting Nurse and 
Health Services is sponsoring a free 
Fair. 


have elevated levels of 

(IL-6), which acts on a wide variety of 

cells, regulates the immune response 

and is et in a variety of dis- 
ries and infections. 

They said the relationship was not 
related to depression or negative life 
events and that similar associations 
were found for four of eight other sub- 
stances tested to assess the immune 
system and inflammation. 

The authors caution that their 
findings do not prove that frequent 
religious attendance leads to better 
physical health by enhancing immune 
function, but “this finding provides 
some support for the hypothesis that 
older adults who frequently attend 
religious services have healthier 
immune systems, although cae 
nism of effect remains unknow 

They recommend further es 


volunteers 


Increases in outbreaks of food- 
bome illnesses across the country 
have focused consumer attention on 


the causes and prevention of out- 
breaks in the home. The most on 
mon foodborne illnesses are cau: 
by bacteria such as E-Coli nad 
Salmonella. Ironically, these are also 
the easiest types to prevent. 

Even with stricter government 
regulations to make our food supply 
safer, it is still the congtinpr, final 
responsibility to handle’ foddesafely. 
There aré many things Wescan do to 
\prevent foodborne illnesses from 
Occurring—thoroughly _ cooking 
foods to destroy bacteria, keeping raw 
and cooked foods separated and 
refrigerating cooked foods promptly 
are a few. Oflicials estimate that 12.6 
million cases of foodborne illnesses 
occur each year. While some cases are 
mild and feel like the flv or an intesti 
nal) irus. others require hospitaliza- 
tion. Rutgers Cooperative Extension 


Drug abuse A 


Healthy B 


homicides 


Cancer 


AIDS Heart Disease 


AIDS Heart Disease 


homicides 


Food Safety: A rising 
concern—Germ alert 


needed 


of Union County’s Family and 
Consumer Sciences Department has a 
project to educate people about safe 
food handling practices. If you are 
interested in learning more about 
home food safe 
others keep their families healthy, 
consider becoming a “Germ Alert” 
volunteer to help staff our interesting 
exhibit. Volunteers will atte 
part training session Thursday 
evenings, November 6 and 20, from 7 
to 9 p.m. Training will focus on prin- 
ciples of home food safety, practical 
advice and questions and answers on 
typical food safety questions from the 
public. Training is free in exchange 
for 10 hours of volunteer time during 
the 1998 calendar year. 

For more information on safe 
food handling or Germ Alert 
Volunteers, contact Elizabeth A. 
Levin, CFCS Rutgers Cooperative 
ension of Union County, at 908- 
654-9854. 


Healthy Babies 


NJ African-American 


Health Consumer Market 
weekly in the 
HeartBeat section of City News 


If you do business in: 


Health Equipment, Community Health, Family Services, Pharmaceutical Products, Health 
Services, HMO's, Health Insurance Providers, Health Care Workers’ Training Programs 
Health and Fitness Centers... 


then you need to advertise in 


HeartBeat 


New Jersey's African-American Guide to Healthy Living 


Every week, African Americans are becoming more conscious of 
their health care needs and healthy living. Now is the time to reach 
this valuable market helping them to select your product or service. 


HeartBeat is produced and distributed by City News 
New Jersey leading African-American weekly newspaper 
serving the needs of African Americans since 1983. 


Call 908-754-3400 


Cancer Homicides 


braces, beds, bathroom equipment, 
etc. will be on display. For more info, 
call 1-800-717-CARE. 


PLAINFIELD—Open house highlight- 
ing Dental Hygiene, Dental assisting, 
and Medical Laboratory Technology 
programs from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
in the Multi-purpose room at Union 
County College's Plainfield Campus. 
For more info, call 908-889-2483. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25 


ORANGE—The Hospital Center at 
Orange will hold a free prostrate can- 
cer screening for men 40 and older 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. For more info, 
call 973-266-2022. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 27 


BOSTON, MA—The American 
Dietetic Association will have its 80th 
Annual Meeting and Exhibition. For 
more information, call 1-800-877- 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28 


TEANECK—Holy Name Hospital is 
offering Massage Therapy sessions in 
the Community Health Services 
Building from 5 to 7 p.m. For more info, 
call 201-833-3186. 


CRANFORD—Union 
College’s lota Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, will conduct its bi-annual Blood 
Drive from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., in the 
Gymnasium. For more info, call 908- 
709-7503. 


CLARK—Multi-care health center 
offers flu immunization program to the 
community from 4 to p.m. 
Immunizations will be between 8:30 
a.m. and 4 p.m. For more info, call 
908-851-7475. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29 


ELIZABETH—Woman to Woman 
Urinary Incontinence’ is the title of a 
free public forum that will be held at 
Elizabeth General Medical Center 


F._ Billington Conference 
EGMC-West. For more info, call 1- 
800-525-3462. 


Fax your health stories to 
City News 908-753-1036 


Healthy Babies 


Drug abuse Affordable health 


Reach the $47 Million 


(Annual figure) 
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AAA offers wet 
weather driving tips 


During the fall season, the drop- 
ping temperatures, rain and fog pose 
serious driving hazards, says the AAA 
New Jersey Automobile Club. They 
impede your visibility and, at times, 
can make a short trip a frightening 
experience 

Taking preventative measures can 
lessen nature’s hazards. “Checking 
the condition of your windshield 
wipers will go a long way in assuring 
optimum vision,” said Jennifer 
Schneider, assistant manager of public 
relations and safety for the Florham 
Park based Club. “If the rubber is 
cracked or brittle, the wiper blade 
becomes dull, resulting in smearing 
and streaking. If this occurs, it’s time 
to replace the blades. Keeping your 
windshield clean will also make dri- 
ving in adverse weather conditions 
easier. Make sure both the inside and 
outside are free of streaks and 
smears.” 

“Properly working lights are also 
important when visibility is poor,” 
Schneider added. “Check your car’s 
headlights, tail lights and breaklights. 
They not only help you see, but be 
seen by other motorists as well.” 

In spite of preventative pleasures, 
the weather can present you with dan- 
gerous-situations. Rain reduces visi- 
bility and can cause your vehicle to 
skid or hydroplane. Turn on your 
lights, wipers and defroster and slow 
down. More stopping time is required 
when roads are wet. Also, make sure 
there is more distance between your 
car and the one in front of you. 

When it starts to rain, the oil and 
grease on roadways combines with 
leaves to make a slippery surface. To 
prevent a skid, slow down, steer and 
brake lightly. “If the rear end of your 
car begins to skid, ease off the gas and 
carefully steer in the direction you 
want the front of the car to go,” advis- 
es Schneider. 

AAA produces 


Planned 
Parenthood 
offers bloodless 
HIV tests! No 
needles needed 


Do you hate to have blood 
drawn? Have you put off an HIV test 
because you couldn’t face the needle 
stick? Planned Parenthood of the 
Greater Northern. New Jersey 
(PPGNNJ) has the solution: OraSure. 

OraSure is a new HIV test that 
uses fluid from your mouth to detect 
HIV antibodies. The fluid is collected 
by a stick (similar to a lollipop) that 
must sit in your mouth for a few min- 
utes. 

And that’s it! No needles or 
blood; OraSure is safe and painless, 
with over a 99% accuracy rate. The 
results are unaffected by food intake, 
false teeth and cigarette smoking. 

For more information on 
OraSure, or to make an appointment, 
please call Planned Parenthood of 
Greater Northern New Jersey: 123 
Park Ave., Plainfield - 908-756-3736, 
208 Commerce Pl., Elizabeth - 908- 
351-5384. 

PPGNNI is the largest family 
planning agency in the state, serving 
30,000 patients through 10 centers in 

counties. We provide 
gynecological exams, contraceptive 
information and supplies, testing and 
treatment for sexually transmitted 
ns, pregnancy tests, prenatal 
e and woman centered primary 


“Get A Grip,” a 


care. 


Three easy 
steps that 
can save a 
woman’s life 


Women, the lead caregiv 
most homes, often do not set aside 
time to care for their own healthcare 
needs-including breast health. With 
breast cancer now striking one 
woman in every eight, early detection 
and treatment are critically important. 
Ninety percent of breast cancers can 
be cured if detected early enough. 
“There are three easy steps 
towards early detection of breast can- 
cer that every woman can take,” said 
yatome, M.Ed., Coordinator 


g ram offered by Jersey 
City Family Health Center. Ms. 
Nyatome described the three steps as 
follows: 

1) Learn to perform monthly 
breast self-examinations, and get 
into the habit of examining your 
breasts regularly 

2) At least once a year, have 
your physician examine your 
breasts as part of your annual physi- 
cal or gynecological check-up. Take 
this opportunity to talk with your 
doctor about your risk factors and 
what you can do to modify and 
reduce your cancer risk 

3) Have regularly scheduled 
mammograms. A mammogram is a 
low-dose X-ray that can detect breast 
cancer while a tumor is very small-up 
to two years before it can be felt 


free brochure covering safe wet- 
weather driving. To obtain a copy, 
send a self-addressed, stamped, busi- 
ness-size envelope to: AAA Public 
Relations, Get A Grip, 1 Hanover 
TOTE NJ, 07932. 

New Jersey 
Ausbil Club, through offices in 
Florham Park, Randolph, Springfield 
and Verona, provides automotive, 
travel financial, insurance, legislative 
and educational services to the resi- 
dents of Essex, Morris and Union 
Counties . 


eople 


are 


talking... ie 


“The stem cell 
transplant that I 
had at Muhlenberg 
Regional Medical 
Center was a miracle. 
It gave me what I 
needed to get well Í board-c 
and go on living. 


Thanks to the 

care I received from 
my doctors, the 
Muhlenberg staff, 
the support of my 


friends and especially 


Visibility is the key to a safe halloween 


Halloween can be a fun, enjoyable 
time for children and adults, especially 
when trick-or-treating is prageed 
safely. 

Visibili is the key to dare 
Halloween,” says Jennifer Schneider, 
assistant manager of public relations 
and safety for the New Jersey 
Automobile Club Foundation ‘for 
Safety and Education in Florham Park. 
“Visibility is more than just haying 
children wear costumes bright enough 
to be seen by drivers. It also means 
parents should encourage their children 
to wear makeup instead of a mask 
which can hinder a child’s vision.” 
And, motorists need to do their part as 
well by being extra cautious if they 
driving during the hours children 


trick-or-treating. 

“The costume is the most impor- 
tant aspect of visibility,” Schneider 
continued. “Children should wear sim- 
ple costumes that are easy to walk in 
and are made of white or light-colored 
material. Costumes should be decorat- 
ed with retro-reflective material, which 
makes children much more visible to 
drivers after dark. The material reflects 
the light from an oncoming car back to 
the driver, catching his or her atten- 
tion.” 

When it comes to the trick-or-treat 
route, parents should advise children 
only to visit homes in a safe, well-lit 
neighborhood. Children should always 
carry a flashlight, making them more 
visible to traffic. A responsible adult or 


older teen should accompany the trick- 
or-treaters and, if traveling in a group, 
try to limit the group size to four or five 
children so that the adult can keep track 
of everyone. 

Prior to Halloween night, AAA 
suggests parents review the following 
safety precautions with their children: 

+ Never enter a stranger’s house, 
even if you're invited. 

+ Always walk, don’t run, to avoid 
falling. 

e Cross only at comers, never 
between parked cars or at the middle of 
the block, because cars might not see 

ou. 

e If there is no sidewalk, always 
walk facing traffic, as far off the road- 
way as possible. 


* Never eat any treats until you get 
home so they can be sorted and 
checked for any dangerous materials. 

“Parents should check the contents 
of their children’s treat bags as soon as 
they retum home,” advised Schneider. 
“Always wash and cut fruit into small 
pieces before eating to make sure no 
foreign objects have been inserted. 
Anything unwrapped should be discard- 
ed. If you do find something dangerous, 
notify your local police immediately.” 

Founded and funded by AAA 
members, the New Jersey Automobile 
Club Foundation for Safety and 
Education sponsors programs for area 
residents, businesses and community 
groups. 


about 


Muhlenberg’s 


Cancer Services 


At Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center, we recognize the 


special needs of cancer patients and their loved ones. From 


my husband, William, 


I'm in remission. I 
feel wonderful, and 
I am so thankful.” 


—Madelyn Reid 
Plainfield, NJ 


vV 


eA teal 


The Breast 


approach for patients 
ilies, including 

ified surgeons, 
ncologists, radiation 


oncologists, specially-certified 
nurses and social workers, 
dietitians, 
occupational therapists, speech 
pathologists and clergy 


hysical therapists, 


Sophisticated diagnostic testing, 
including T, MRI, ultrasound, 

X-ray, nucl 
pathology 


r medicine and 


Health & 


Mammography Center to 


e An innovatiy 
program. 


diagnose an 
including th 
stereotactic 
equipment 


reast biopsy 


For more information about 
[Mu enberg’s Cancer Services, please call 


d treat breast cancer, 
e latest state-of-the-art 


le Stem Cell Transplant 


state-of-the-art diagnostic procedures to compassionate 
inpatient and outpatient care, we help cancer patients and 
their families deal with this disease both physically and 
emotionally. Our‘eancer program includes: 


e A specialty unit for inpatients 
who need hospital care; available 
treatment includes chemotherapy, 
radiation therapy and pain 
management therapy 


e Home Care services for patients 
needing medical care following 


hospital discharge 


e Hospice services for terminally ill 
patients and their families 


e Breast and prostate cancer 
screenings and free informational 
programs on a variety of cancer- 
related topics throughout the year 


| (908) 668-2380. 


MUHLENBERG REGIONAL 
MEDICAL CENTER, IN 
Park Avenue & Randolph Road, Plainfield, NJ 0706 


th the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey/Robert Wood 1. -1 


Affiliated 


gon Medical School 


Free support groups, including the 
Insight Cancer Support Group, a 
Brain Tumor Support Group, a 
Caregiver Support Group, the 
Prostate Cancer Support Group and 
a Bereavement Support Group 
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Youth discu 


on Day of Atonement 


By Avery Grant 


ASBURY PARK—More than 
200 high school students sat in four 
circular groups discussing self-hate 
and solutions in the gymnasium of the 
West Side Community Center in 
Asbury Park on the Holy Day of 
Atonement. 

“If we have a problem with some- 
one, take it to the source,” said Ronnie 
Colfield, of the African American 
Society at Lakewood High School, 
“This ‘he said-she said’ causes prob- 
lems and fights, and if you don’t love 
yóurself you get involved in conflicts 
that you don’t want to get into.” 
Tyrone Laws of the Center of Love, 
Asbury Park, and the leader of her dis- 
cussion circle, had the group play the 
telephone game, whispered a message 
in the ear of a youth and it was pass 
around the circle and as was to be 
expected it came out completely dif- 
ferent from the last student. “See if we 
couldn’t get the story straight here in 
our circle, what happens if it passed 
through your whole grade, went home 
and tomorrow it would come back 
that ‘he talked about your mama 
something terrible’ and big problems 
develops.” 

The youth were greeted by 
Minister John Muhammad, leader of 
the Asbury Park/Neptune Million 
Man March Coordinating Committee 
that organized this event to observe 
the Worldwide Holy Day of Atone- 
ment as proclaimed by Minister Louis 
Farrahkan. He asked them to discuss 
in their circles, “What do we suffer 
from self hatred, and what can we do 
about it?” 

Laws asked, “We don’t see a 


ss self-hate 


brother, what do we see?” A girl in the 
circle responded, “We see a nigger!” 
Laws agreed, “In the late 1970’s we 
stopped using the N-word, even 
Comedian Richard Pryor stopped 
using it, but it has reappeared among 
our young people.” He asked what is 
the largest desert in the world, and 
some responded with the Sahara and 
Mojave deserts. He said, “No, it is the 
space between your ears, you see, 
ignorance is our worst problem if we 
don’t know and love ourselves.” 

Minister John Muhammad told 
the youths, I would be a fool and you 
would be a fool if you hated someone 
because of the color of their skin.” He 
said that all hate is not negative, 
“Even in the Bible and the Koran, 
Jesus hated many things like, lying, 
stealing, killing each other, adultery, 
cheating, drug dealing, and many 
other evil things.” 


The leaders of the other three 
groups were Minister Muhammad, 
Renee Muhammad, and Disc Jockey 
Hurricane. The central theme in all 
four circle groups was learn to know 
and love yourself, love your brothers 
and sisters, and getting the facts pre- 
vents wrong responses and reactions 
and problems and conflicts. The 
youths discussed sex, cosmetic make- 
up, “use some, but let your God-given 
beauty show, because we love our- 
selves.” Though, not planned a fifth 
group of young men formed in the 
middle of the room, and they were, 
discussing gang activity and responsi- 
bility for “our babies.” This group 
was led by some members of the 
Respect For Life Muslim Study 
Center in Asbury Park. 


Will Soul Food bring a new menu to Hollywood? 


Continued from page 1 


actors and actresses. So did Emperor 
Jones, Gone With The Wind, Green 
Pastures, Cabin in the Sky, Song of the 
South, Tarzan, Jungle Jim, King 
Solomon’s Mines and the pack 
of 1970's itati films. 


revenues for Steven Spielberg’s screen 
‘adaptation of Color Purple in 1985. 
The movie was a huge hit. Spielberg 
‘and Warner Bros. made a mint, and 
Walker by her own account, got only 
‘a fraction” of what she thought the 
movie 

far too many Black 


Hollywood never had a problem creat- 
ingplentiful roles for toms, coons, 
mulattos, mammies and clowns. And 
despitethe heavy profits in Black 
“gangsta”-decadence films, 
Hollywood is notbarreling ahead to 
bring out more Black films. And recent 
films, such asBooty Call, How to be a 
Player, and Hoodlum hardly represent 
any departurefrom the set formula of 
gangster, comedy, and sexual hijinks 
reserved forBlack films. 

But long before Soul Food, pio- 
neer filmmaker Oscar Michaux and 
later HaileGerima proved that there is a 
better way to create cinema opportuni- 
ties forBlacks. In the 1930’s, Michaux 
made independent films on a meager 
budgetthat employed hundreds of 
Black actors, actresses and technicians. 
Inrecent times, Gerima did not wait for 
or beg Hollywood to bankroll the anti- 
slavery epic, Sankofa in 1993. He 
proved that a commerciallysuccessful 
independent Black film can create jobs 
and opportunities fordozens of Blacks 
in the 1990s. 

*Black films put dollars in Black 
pockets. Not. They put dollars in the 


tives, corporations, distributors, theater 
chain owners, and elite screenwriters. 


Author Terry McMillan reportedly * should be applauded. The success of 


sold the rights to her book, Waiting to 
Exhale, for the film released in 1996, 
for less than $1 million. The film- 
grossed $60 million. Alice Walker: 
thought she beat Hollywood's “cre- 


pockets of wealthy investors, execu- # sive numbers of Blacks being shuttled 


ativeaccounting” methods when: she . Americans have strongly signaled that 
signed for three percent of the gross” 


Jeaders and organizations have mai 
“tained astatue like silence on these cin- 
ematic assassinations of the Black 


“image. 


© This is irritating especially since 
ythey pay endless lip service to the 
notion of promoting Black achieve- 
“ment and demolishing racial stereo- 
types. 

|. They know that many of the young 
Black filmmakers writing about the 


“hood” couldn’t find a housing project 


‘or the inside of a welfare office if their- 
lives depended on it. They know that 
many young Blacks who flock to these 
movies neither live in the ghetto nor 
have had a “ghetto experience.” 

They know that many young 
Blacks are in ecstasy watching these 
charactersswagger, posture, act tough, 
be defiant and sexually outlandish 
because they imagine that they actual- 
ly are rebelling against something. 
They know that Blacks pay a huge 
price for peddling stereotypes by them- 
selves about themselves in the form of 
the escalating attacks by politicians on 
social programs, the increased raci 
hostility of many whites, and the mas- 


off to prison and graveyards. Some 
Black leaders do speak out and they 


Soul Food will hopefully embolden 
even more to speak out against some of 
these other film and TV obscenit 

But more.importantly, by packing 
the theaters to see Soul Food, African 


they hunger to see themselves depicted 


on the screen as more than just crooks, 
clowns and charity cases. ; 

I sincerely hope that Hollywood 
will change its menu to satisfy that 
hunger. 


Dr. Hutchinson is the author of 


“The Assassination of the Black Male 
Image.” 


Vivica Fox, Nia Long and Vanessa Williams portray three sisters in Soul 
Food 


Commemoration service for 
one of Newark’s firsts 


The Newark Chapter 
Frontier’s International held 
Commemoration Service for the late 
William M. Ashby at the 
Ashby/Wallace Park in Newark. 
Ashby, New Jersey’s first African- 
American Social worker was 101 
when he died in 1991 

A graduate of Yale University, 
Ashby was ‘a founder and first 
Director of the Newark Welfare 
League, and later, the Newark and 
Elizabeth chapters of the Urban 
League He also served on the Newark 
Preservations and Landmark 


of 
a 


Committee. 

He was also the first African- 
American to have a state building 
named in his honor, The Department 
of Community Affairs building locat- 
ed in Trenton. 

Bill, as he was called by: his 
friends, was the author of three books, 
among them .“Tales Without Hate,” 
written, in 1980, and five plays 

Frontiers International, a predom- 
inantly black fraternal service associa- 
tion, was founded in 1936. Ashby 
was one of the founding members. 


So put the world on hold 


We guarantee it won't be 


away for a few, unforgettable days. 


Keep the magic alive by planning your very own fall getaway...today. 


From High Point to Cape May and every point in between, New Jersey offers 
hundreds of hidden treasures that are just waiting to be discovered. Like a private 
walk on a secluded beach, or the fun of a 
country fair. All wrapped up in a blanket of 
Mother Nature's most spectacular colors. 


and sneak 


long before you... 


Autumn Waves | Great Adventure | Gateway To Fun Naturally 
$89 to°135 Weekends $165 to‘255 New Jersey 
ey $105 to 135 Liberty Science Center $ $ 
pepon ace + 2 nights accommodations + 2 nights accommodations ee pele 
+ Spetel Pana polio à 2 et apa NJs Great Northwest 
areca Sx Fags Creat Adventure | _ Liberty Science Cent 5 sg cms 
Spirit of New Jersey 


LIBERTY TRAVEL 


1-888-219-0700 


Pres are per person based on midweek, double occupancy accommodations and include hote ax Package prices 


Fall 


a TA Sieus 


ability, holiday 


blackouts, id 
Or omissions in the content of this ad. 


vary by hotel Not respon 
0501 


‘The Reverend Congressman Floyd 
Flake will serve as the keynote speaker 
for the Project Higher Ground kick-off 
banquet on Friday, October 31, 1997, at 
the Newark Airport Marriott Hotel 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. Tickets for the 
event are $60. 

Sponsored by St. Matthew A.M.E. 
Church in Orange, Project Higher 
Ground is the name of a major renova- 
tion project the church is embarking 
upon. Project Higher Ground is 
designed to expand the physical church 
building to better serve the existing and 
planned spiritual and conirmunity-based 
services offered by the church. 

‘ “Our church membership has 

\ grown rapidly over the last several 
years,” said Reverend Reginald Jackson 
Pastor of St. Matthew. “This member- 
ship growth, coupled with our expanded 
Outreach ministries necessitates this 
expansion.” 

Project Higher Ground renovations 
will include the expansion of the exist- 
ing sanctuary, building balcony in the 
sanctuary, building an educational center 


‘Voices Of 


Project Higher Ground 
inaugural event scheduled 


and a chapel. 
Congressman Flake, who 
announced his plans to resign from 


Congress this year is also the distin- 
guished pastor of Allen A.M.E. Church 
in Jamaica, N.Y. As pastor of Allen, 
Reverend Flake has overseen the explo- 
sive growth of the church from a con- 
gregation of 1,400 to one of over 
8,000parishionels. This growth has been 
transformed into meaningful community 
institutions for parishioners and the resi- 
dents of New York City. As a U. S. 
Congressman, Representative Flake’s 
many accomplishments include his role 
as the author of The Bank Enterprise Sot 
of 1994, designed to attract new and 
increased- investment in under served 
communities by creating significant 
incentives for financial institutions to 
participate in qualified lending pro- 
grams. 


To purchase tickets for the banquet 
and obtain additional information on 
Project Higher Ground, please phone the 
St. Matthew A.M.E. Church office at 
(973) 678-1217. 


Hope’ 


concert benefits Youth 


Celebrating the joys of childhood 
and helping extend some of that joy to 
inner city children is an aim of the 
YCS Voices of Hope Concert set for 
Sunday, Nov. 2, at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, in Montclair. The 

p.m. program will. feature the 
world-traveled Newark Boys Chorus 
School along with the Gospel Choir 
and Liturgical Dancers from 
Newark’s Blessed Sacrament Church. 
Proceeds will benefit Youth 


= Consultation Service (YCS), a long- 


established social service organiza- 


tion that works with children and 
families through a variety of commu- 
nity, mental health treatment, residen- 
tial and educational programs. 

Proceeds from the benefit will be 
used to fund special summer activities 
for YCS children. YCS is a private, 
nonprofit, nonsectarian organization 
serving children who are destitute, 
abused, neglected, abandoned or 
emotionally handicapped, as well as 
families in crisis and students with 
special educational needs. For infor- 
mation, call 973 482-8411. 


A Concert to Benefit 


Founded in 1918, Youth Cons: 


children, and families in crisis. 
help support summer pr 


Ne 


-—@Y¢S — 


presents 


|| Voices of Hope 


featuring the 
Newark Boys Chorus School 
and the 


Gospel Choir and Liturgical Dancers 


of Newark’s Blessed Sacrament Church 


I Sunday, November 2, 3 p.m. 


(open seating begins at 2:30 p.m.) 


St. Luke's Episcopal Church 


73 So. Fullerton Avenue, Montclair 
General admission: $15 per person 


Tickets at the door or by calling 973-482-8411 
Visa/MasterCard orders: 1-800-850-0545 


3 destitute, abused, neglected, special education and other “at risl 


the Children of YCS 


ultation Service (YCS) serves 


Proceeds from this event will 
‘ograms for YCS children. 


A 


Service honors 
Dr. Samuel 
Procter 


Rev. Samuel DeWitt Proctor 


By Daryle Lamont Jenkins 


Over 200 friends, relatiyes, and 
admirers gathered at Kirkpatrick 
Chapel on the Douglass College cam- 
pus in New Brunswick for a memori- 
al service honoring the Reverend 
Samuel DeWitt Proctor, the veteran 
civil-rights leaders who died May 22 
at the age of 75. 

The Reverend Proctor, who 
served as pastor of the Abyssinian 
Baptist Church in New York City, and 
was one of the City News 100 Most 
Influential for 1997, also served as 
Professor of Education Emeritus at 
Rutgers and was a visiting professor 
in the Department of Africana 
Studies. In addition, he served as 
chair. of Rutgers Campaign for 
Community, Diversity and 
Educational Excellence. 

“We are not here to memorial or 
remember Samuel DeWitt Proctor, 
but to salute his real presence in the 
i remarked Reverend Dr. 

L. Bethel, Associate 
Professor, Africana Studies as he wel- 
comed attendees to the service, which 
included Dr. Proctor’s widow. “As 
long as those of you love him, the 
Reverend Samuel DeWitt Proctor 
lives.” 

The North Jersey Philharmonic 
Glee Club was on hand performing 
selections for the service. Remarks 
were given by University President 
Dr. Francis L Lawrence, Dr. Clement 
Price, professor of history, and Louise 
C. Wilkinson, dean at the Graduate 
School of Education. In his remarks, 
Dr. Lawrence announced a formation 
of a chairmanship in Dr. Proctor’s 
name. 

The service was met with some 
protest however from the New Jersey 
Black Minister’s Council who felt 
slighted when they were neither 
informed nor invited. Calls to 


Reverend Reginald Jackson , head of 
the Council, were unanswered. 

The Reverend Moses Williams, 
sexton of Kirkpatrick Chapel said he 
was meeting with members of the 
United Nations to hold a memorial 
for 


service 

e 
teleconference through the United 
Nations with inner cities around the 
country and other nations, hoping that 
such efforts would build those bridges 
Dr. Proctor was working for. “We 
want to establish institutions that will 
reflect the contributions he made,” he 
said. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 


NEWARK—The NJ Performing Arts 
Center presents “Chaka Khan & The 
Isley Brothers in Prudential Hall. For 
more info, call 1-888-GO-NJPAC. 


JERSEY CITY—A quartet of marimbas 
from the Jersey City State College 
Percussion Ensemble will perfor in a 
campus “Mid-Day Concert” at 12p. 

in room 202 of Hepbum Hall. For more 
info, call 201-200-3426. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 


NEW BRUNSWICK—Violinist. Shlomo 
Mintz performs Tchaikovsky. 8 p.m. 
State Theater. For more info, call 201- 
624-3713. 


NEWARK—Canada's premiere puppet 
theater, Theatre Sans Fil, opens at the 
NJ Performing Arts Center with the 
“Dream Catchers” puppet show. For 
ticket info, call 1 888 GO-NJPAC 


WAYNE—Guitarist Richard Jacobowski 
and vocalist Barbara Rearick presents 
a midday recital at William Paterson 
University at 12:30 p.m. For more info, 
call 973-720-2966. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 


NEWARK—Violinist Shlomo Mintz per- 
forms Tchaikovsky. 8 pm, New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center. For more info, 
call 201-624-3713, 


NEWARK—African Globe Theatre- 
Works presents Chuck Cumming's 
“NEGRO BUILDING” through the 26th. 
For more information, call 973-624- 


JERSEY CITY—Jazz Café’ Series pre- 
sents “Ted Curson Jazz Band” at the 
Miller Branch Library—Cultural Arts 
Center. For more info, call (201) 547- 
6907. 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The Youth 
Ensemble of the Jazz Institute of New 
Brunswick will perform at Founder's 
Day, New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary. For more info, call 732-214- 
0113. 


JERSEY CITY—Café Jazz Series fea- 
tures live jazz at the Cultural Arts 
Center, Miller Branch Library. For more 
info, call 201-547-4505. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25 


FANWOOD—The Philathalians opens 
their 66th season with “Nuts”, a court 
room drama by Tom Topor at 8:30 p.m. 
through Nov. 9. For more info, call 908- 
322-8686. 


NORTH BRANCH—The first “CLAS- 
SICS” concert will be presented by 
Central Jersey Symphony Orchestra, 
“Late Haydn — Early Beethoven, at 8 
p.m. in the Edward Nash Theatre at 
Raritan Valley Community College. For 
more info, call 908-231-8813. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 


NEWARK—Violinist Shlomo Mintz per- 
forms Tchaikovsky. 3 p.m., New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center. For more info, 
call 201-624-3713. 


EAST ORANGE—East Orange Public 
Library presents St. Matthew A.M.E. 


Church Men's Chorus, “The Sons of 
Thunder.” 
WAYNE—Saxophonist Stanley 


Turrentine performs with the William 
Paterson Jazz Ensemble at 4 p.m. in 
the Shea Center for Performing Arts. 
For more info, call 973-720-2965. 


ARTZ Calendar, 


Send Billboard events to ARTZ: : 


Plainfield, NJ 07060 or 
FAX to 908.753.1036 


MONTCLAIR—Jazz pianist, Marcus 
Roberts, will perform with Jason 
Marsalis (percussion) and David 
Grossman (bass) - at Montclair State 
University at 7:30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29 


NEWARK—Young People’s Concerts 
presents “Music in Living Colour” at the 
NJPAC at 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. For 
more info, call 973-624-3713 ext. 216. 


NEW YORK, NY—Manny's Car Wash 
features Carey Bell. For more info, call 
212-369-BLUES. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30 


ENGLEWOOD—Pianist Yetim 
Bronfman performs Mozart. 8 p.m. 
John Harms Center. For more info, call 
201-624-3713. 


WASHINGTON, DC—Smithsonian 
Institution exhibition “Seeing Jazz” pre- 
mieres through Jan. 19th. For more 
info, call 202 357-2627. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31 


PRINCETON—Pianist Yefim Bronfman 
performs Mozart. 8:30 p.m. Richardson 
Auditorium. For more info, call 201- 
624-3713. 


NEW BRUNSWICK—Celebrate 
Halloween _ wit Rutgers 
University's Orchestra, Richard Auldon 
Clark, conductor, in a performance of 
Mussorgsky's “Night on Bald Mountain” 
at 8 p.m. at Nicholas Music Center. For 
more info, call 732-932-7511. 

PISCATAWAY—'The Boys in the Band” 
will play at Circle Players, 2 p.m. For 
more info, call 732-968-7555. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 


RED BANK—Pianist Yefim Bronfman 
performs Mozart. 8:30 p.m. Count 
Basie Theater. For more information, 
call 201-624-3713. 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The works of 
composor Lou Harrison's will be fea- 
tured by an percussion orchestra built 
by him, 8 p.m. at the Nicholas. Music 
Center, Douglass College. For more 
info, call 732-932-7511 


NEWARK—The Youth Ensemble of the 
Jazz Institute of New Brunswick will 
perform at the NJPAC. For more info, 
call 732-214-0113, 


CALDWELL—The Concerts at 
Caldwell College continues its second 
annual concert series at 8 p.m. in the 
Alumni Theatre when the Trio 
Intermezzo, with guest violinist Anne 
Lieberson, present “Abend Musik- 
German Chamber Music From Bach to 
Bruch.” For more info, call 973-228- 
4424, ext, 520. 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2 


NEW BRUNSWICK—American compos- 
er, Lou Harrison's works will be featured 
by an orchestra of percussion instru- 
ments built by him, 2 p.m. at the Nicholas 
Music Center, Douglass College. For 
more info, call 732-932-7511 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The GuangDong 
Modern Dance Company, China's first 
professional modem dance company, 
performs at Rutgers as part of their 
inaugural tour of the U.S. AT 8 p.m. For 
more info, call 732-932-7511 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3 


WAYNE—Contemporary Chambers 
Players of Stony Brook presents a con- 
cert at William Paterson State College. 
For more info, call 973-720-2966, 


P.O. Box 1774 


drummers, Umabatha sets Shakespeare's classic in 19th century Africa. 
witch doctors replace Macbeth’s three witches and African warriors succeed the Scots 
as the story of Mabatha, a character based on the great African warrior statesman Shaka, 
King of the Zulus — unfolds on stage. Performed entirely in Zulu, Umabatha—The Zulu 
Macbeth will be presented with English supertitles projected above the stage. 

“For me Umabatha tums the dramatic arts into pure action, the Zulu traditional danc- 
ing, story telling and music, as it was sung many centuries ago, allowed me an opportuni- 
ty to take 
‘Umabatha, it will inspire a lot of other South Africans to show the world about the diver- 
sity of our cultures, 


base a play about the great African nations on a universally known ¢ 
it might be understood more easily by the world at large. For tickets, ranging from 
A $17-38, call 1-888-GO-NIPAC. 


jhe legendary South African production of Welcome Msomi’s “Umabatha — 
The Zulu Macbeth” will be presented at the New Jersey Performing Aris 
Center’s Prudential Hall on Tuesday, October 28, at 7:30pm. 

A spectacular, energetic production featuring more than 60 dancers, 


pride in the richness of our South African culture. I hope that as we present 


says Playwright Welcome Msomi. 
Msomi began writing Umabatha in 1969, when a professor suggested that he 
ic so that 


It’s a Monster Mash! 


Halkween week on TLC 


TV—Monsters, vampires, witch 
“ghosts and aliens...let’s see, have 

left anyone out? Oh, right, can’t forget 
the wolfman, The Learning Channel 
rounds up the usual scarifying sus- 
pects for an entertaining Halloween 
Week, leading up to the freaky Friday” 
holiday itself. 

Sunday, Oct. 26 

Witches and 
Vampires 

9-10 p.m. & 12-1 am 


Castle Ghosts of 
Wales 

10-11 p.m. & 12-1 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 27 
UFOs and Alien 


Encounters 
9-10 p.m. & 12-1 a.m. 


Monsters and 
Mythical Beasts 
p.m. & 12-1 a.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 28 
Wolfman-The Myth: 


and the Science 

9-10 p.m. & 12-1 a.m. 

Bigfoot aah 
10-11 p.m. & 1-2 a.m. 


Wednesday, Oct. 29 
Castle Ghost of 


Ireland 
9-10 p.m. & 12-1 a.m. 


Castle 
Ghosts of Scotland 


10-11 p.m. & 1-2 a.m. 


Thursday, Oct. 30 
Thie Quest: Bigfoot 


The Quest: 


Psychic Science 
9:30-10 p.m. & 12:30-1 a.m. 


Pee ag Across 
America 

10-11 p.m. & 1-2 a.m. 

Friday, Oct. 31 

(The Real /° 

‘Frankenstein - 

he Untold Story” 


m. & 12-1 a.m. 


Un 


10-11 p 


tural Science 
& 1-2am. 


In her playbill 
statement for “Darker 
Face of the Earth,” 

Playwright (and former 

US. Poet Laureate) 

Rita Dove asks the 

question “Why did we 

find meaning in Greek $ 

tragedies? How could 

they be fascinating 

when the ending was 

inevitable, decreed? 

Where was the suspense, where was the conflict?” 

She goes on, not only in the rest of her statement, but in her play, which just 
opened at Crossroads Theatre, to answer the question, Through the unfolding of the 
age-old Oedipus tragedy, reset on a rural plantation scene in the antebellum South, 
Dove and Director Ricardo Khan (Crossroads Artistic Director and Founder) work- 
ing with choreographer Dianne McIntyre, and composer Olu Dara, weave a tapes- 
try of light, sound, movement, and drama into a two and one-half hour (!) epic for 
the American stage. “Darker Face of the Earth” invites the audience to witness a 
terrible journey of man, woman, community, and race as they hurl into an abyss of 
deception, retribution, betrayal, fate, and come through the destiny which awaits on 
the other side. 

With an outstanding ensemble cast of 20, (perhaps the largest ever assembled 
for the Crossroads stage), led by the dynamic Ezra Knight as Augustus, Felicity La 
Fortune as Amalia, and BW Gonzales as Phebe, “Darker Face of the Earth” affirms 
the power of both the written and spoken word. The audience can predict the end- 
ing, but cannot be satisfied until they complete this journey from Mount Olympus 
to South Carolina. 

Yes, the play is too long, and yes, there are times when I felt that the audience 
was almost lost in the text, but when taken as a whole “Darker Face of the Earth” is 
poetry in motion, which is only right. For as Augutus tells Phebe in a telling scene, 
poetry is like dancing without music. 

Future audiences of “Darker Face of the Earth” will find new truths in an old 
story. This play proves that the journey can indeed be satisfying, even when we 
know the outcome, 

“Darker Face of the Earth,” is now at Crossroads from Oct. 4 to Noy, 2. It then 
travels to the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. 
IL. 
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MOUNTAINSIDE—Rosig 


O'Donnell, Daytime 


syndicated 


ae, Award} O’Donnell Show. 


talk/variety 


Asa tireless crusader for children, O’Donnell 


series “The Rosie 


EXCLUSIVE 
PERFORMANCE 
CHILDREN’S 
SPECIALIZED 
HOSPITAL 


METROPOLITAN ENTERTAINMENT 
GROUP PRESENTS 


ROBERTA 


Flack 


ROSIE 
O'DONNELL 
MONDAY 8PM 


NOV 3 
N J P&C 


_New Jong PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 


BENEFIT TICKETS INCLUDING EXCLUSIVE PRE-SHOW COCKTAIL 


| PARTY AND POST-SHOW “GET TOGETHER” WITH ROBERTA FLACK 


a MAY BE OBTAINED BY CALLING 908-233-3720 EXT. 5192 


Hollywood’s top onia 

actresses, will make a special 
guest appearance at the Tenth 
Annual Children’s Specialized 
o Hospital Umbrella Gala staring Roberta 
Flack and will attend the sponsots* reception 
prior to the performance 

The Gala, produced for the past 10 years by the 
Children’s Specialized Hospital Foundation, has raised 
$1.5 million for the pediatric hospital. 


established the For All Kids Foundation, which dis- 
tributes money to children’s charities across the coun- 
try. In April 1997, “Kids Are Funny,” a best-selling 
collection of Rosie’s favorite jokes sent to her TV 
show by kids, was published by Warner Books with 
all proceeds going to the Foundation. 

All funds raised by this event will support the 
work of Children’s Specialized Hospital, New 
Jersey's only hospital dedicated exclusively to pedi- 


The goal for this year’s event, scheduled Monday, 
November 3 at the new New Jersey Performing Arts 
Center (NJPAC) in Newark, is $250, 000, 

Billed as “An Evening with Roberta Flack,” the: 
concert will be one of the first benefit performances 
staged in NJPAC’ s 2, 750-seat Prudential Hall. 

Rosie O'Donnell has become America’s best 
friend for an hour each day as host and executive 
producer of the critically acclaimed, nationally} 


presents. 
Unsigned Acts performing original music | 


Live at Brokers Entertainment Complex 


88 Evergreen Place * East Orange, NJ 
R&B - Hip Hop: Rock - 


Folk - Poetry - Jazz : Pop: 


Adult Contemporary - 


Gospel 


Semiformal] 


atric treating children and adolescents 
from birth through 21 years. 
r more information about 10th Annual Umbrella 

Gala sponsorship tickets and privileges may be 
obtained contacting Paula Brown, Corporate and 
Foundation Relations Director, Children’s Specialized 
Hospital Foundation, 908-233-3720, ext. 5276. 

Individual performance-only tickets may be pur- 
chased through the NJPAC box office, by 
calling 1-888-GO-NJPAC 
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Reach New Jersey’s 
lively entertainment 


seekers in 


Restaurants 
Hot fashion 

Hair shows 
Movie houses 
Fund-raisers 


MOVIES 


ARTZ 
Wednesday 


Benefit Concerts 
Parties 
Books 
Book signings 
© i 4 Art showings 
Gospel fests 
Weekend trips 
Kwanzaa celebrations 
and other entertainment venues 


advertising rates 


Call 


908.754. 


for special 
om 
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City News B5 


Bring/mail ads to: 
144 North Avenue 
Plainfield, N.J. 07060 


Leg 


IRVINGTON HOUSING AUTHORITY 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 


FROM 
QUALIFIED CONSULTANTS FOR 
VARIOUS 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 


SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Provide technical assistance and support services to 
allow the Authority to fulfill requirements of the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
and the State of New Jersey as well as request of the 
resident and directives from the Executive Director. 
TYPES OF SERVICES 

Report preparation, Policy Procedure 
Development, Grant Application Preparation, 
including budget program design, coordination, 

itor 


community organizing and general wor resting 
from federal, state, local and insurance c 

requirements. The candidate must be abio to write ra. 
olutions, contracts, estimates for construction, plans 


al Notice 


Classified/Legals 


These materiais shall become a part of the bid pro- 
posal and contractual addendum to the contract 
between Irvington Housing Authority and the conces- 


sionaire. 


Information: 


Prospective bidders are required to do an on-site sur- 
vey of the facilities to better prepare their bids. 
‘Arrangements should be made in advance by contact- 
ing Mr. Lawrence R. Jackson, Executive Director of 
Irvington Housing Authority, 624 Nye Avenue, 
Irvington, N.J.07111, (973) 375-2121, at which time all 
questions pertaining to the bid can be addressed. 


Vending services are required for the following opera- 
tions, your bids should include the number and type of 


Legal Notice 


‘Corporate Ownership. 


David Gardner, Executive Director 


Morristown Housing Authority $119.60 


SEALED BIDS 

‘Sealed Bids for furnishing and delivering the following 
items or services to the premisas of the Twp. of Nutley 
will be received on behalf of the Board of 
Commissioners of Nutley, N.J. Bids will be received at 
Town Hall, 1 Kennedy Dr., Nuti, N.J. in the 3rd floor 
Commission Chambers. Bidstwill be opened on 
Thursday, Dec. 4, 1997 Ñ.. prevailing time at 
Which time they will be publicly @pened and read. 


Sogi of the 


itley Quarry Trunk 


machines for each facility as r 
each machine and a sales sub-total for each facility. 


1. 624 Nye Avenue 242 Employees/ Residents 
2 192 Employees/Residents 
3. 101 Union Avenue 52 Employees/Residents 
4, 141 Crescent Lane 77 Employees/Residents 
5. Family Units. 127 Employees/Residents 


The contract award to operate the food and refresh- 
ment concession with Irvington Housing Authority will 
be awarded to the bidder who offers the best combina- 
tion of 1 


. 81 Union Avenue 


and specifications and to review plans, specifications 
fd drawings prepared by. 
ms. 


QUALIFICATIONS 
1, Experience in the public sector. 

Expertise with HUD funded programs and associ- 
tied regulations (minimum of 10 years experience) 
3. Expertise with State funded programs and associ- 
ated regulations. 

4. Strong command of the English language 
EVALUATION CRITERIA 
1. Specialized experience with HUD programs 
(35 points) 
2. Knowledge of HUD/State regulations 
(20 points) 
3. Capability to fulfill other requirements of The 
Authority (10 points) 
4. Skills and qualifications 
(20 points) 
5. Grant application preparation 
(15 points) 
PROPOSAL EVALUATION 
1. Statement of experience and qualifications 
2. Dailyourly tee 
3, References 
PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 
All proposals 
(original plus two (2) copies should be sealed and 
close business 5:00PM, November 
10, 1997) to 
Housing Authority of the 
Township of Irvington 
624 Nye Avenue 
Irvington, New Jersey 07111 
Attention: Lawrence R. Jackson, 
Executive Director $139.10 


program which best meets the public needs, ngia 
is responsible and qualified in the opinion of the 
Irvington Housing Authority to perform all the require- 
ments and provision of the bid requirements. 
Therefore, the Irvington Housing Authority may not 
necessarily be awarded to the bidder who offers sim- 
ply the highest commission fee. Bidders may submit 
‘commission fees in one of two methods. 

* Flat yearly percentage of gross sales, however, 
minimum sales level will be guaranteed for the life of 
the agreement. 


* Flat yearly dollar amount guaranteed for life of the 
agreement, 


The Irvington Housing Authority reserves the right to: 
a. reject any or all bids 
b. waive technical defects; 
©. award the contract to such bidder who, in the sole 
opinion of the Irvington Housing Authority, is deemed 
best qualified 
Lawrence R. Jackson 
Executive Director 
Housing Authority of the Township of Irvington, N J. 
624 e 


Irvington, New Jersey 07111 
$176.80 


mee Wa 
Spociicalons can ym the Public 
Works Dept. during pae office role phone 973- 
284-4958. Bidders are required to comply with the 
requirements of PL 1975. C. 127 NJAC 17:27. 


Sealed envelopes containing bids are to be 
addressed. Board of Commissioners, clo Municipal 
Clerk, Kennedy Drive, Nutley, NJ 07110, Sealed Bids 
‘Sewer Project. 


The Board of Commissioners expressly reserve the 
right to reject any and all bids if accordance with the 
Jaw, and the statutes, in such fees made and provid- 
ed, and to waive any informalities in the bids as 
received. 


In the event of tie bids, the abe of Commissioners 
reserve the right to award the Contract to one of the 
responsible bidders. 


The contract is expected to be funded in part with 
funds from the N.J. Dept. of Environmental Protection 
and the N.J. Wastewater Treatment Trust. Neither the 


will be a party to the contractor any lower tier contract 
or subcontract. The contract or subcontract will be 
subject to regulations contained in N.J.A.C. 7:22-3.1 
ET SEQ.. 4.1 ET SEO., 5 1 ET SEQ. And 9.1 ET SEQ. 


Itis the purpose of this notice tg bidders to summarize 
‘some of the more important provisions of the contract 

iments prospective bidders are cautioned not to 
rely solely on this summary, by to read the contract 
documents in their entirety 


By order ot nal Foust of Nii. 
tills Srronien 


vine Clerk Den 


IRVINGTON HOUSING AUTHORITY 


Irvington Housing Authority 

rvices 
Sealed bids for the operation of the vending services 
concession under the Jurisdiction of Irvington, New 
Jersey will be received by, Lawrence R. Jackson, 
Director of the Irvington Housing Authority, 624 Nye 
Avenue, Irvington, N.J. 07111 until 3:00 pm. on 
November 3, 1997. The person or party making the 
bid shall furnish the same in duplicate, properly 
sealed, and delivered to the address above. 
Written supporting materials must be submitted with 
the bid and must include the following: 
1. Menus for each vending operation 
2. Selling prices for each menu and beverage item 
3. Standard portions for each menu and beverage 
item 
4. Food specification or vendor types for all menu 
items 
5. Staffing schedule ensuring sufficient 24-hour day/7 
days/week coverage 
6. Resume of proposed on-site manager of vending 
route 
7. Plan for handling customer complaints and sug- 
tions 
8. Marketing Plan for expansion of sales 
9. Brief introduction of company making bid (qualifi- 
cations) 


10. List of client references of similar operation 


11. Maintenance and sanitation schedules for each 
vending operation 


Associate 
Relationship 


Manager 
PRIVATE BANKING 


‘Summit Bank offers attractive 

salaries, comprehensive benefits, and 

plenty of room for personal and 

professional growth. To learn more 

about this opportunity in 

CRANFORD, and how to apply, 

please call anytime 7 days/week. 
(908) 688-0100 

VOICE BOX #3941 


SUMMIT BANK 


Member of the Summit Bancorp 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
“VOICE BOX" is a registered 

trademark of 
VOICE BOX SYSTEMS, Ine. 


PLACE YOUR 
AD 
HERE 
call TODAY!!! 


NOTICE 
wousig AUTHORITY OF THE 
OF MORRISTOWN 
T SEALED PROPOSALS 
COLLECTION, REMOVAL & DISPOSAL OF 
GARBAGE, RUBBISH & RECYCLABLES 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that sealed propos- 
als will be received by the Housing Authority of the 
Town of Morristown (herein after called the Authority), 
in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, at the 
Administration Offices of the Authority, located at 31 
r eo A a 
revaling time. All bids will be opened 
pubic and raad aloud at that tme, lor a single com 
plete contract. The Authority reserves the right to waive 
any informalities in bids and to reject any and all bids if 
it is in the best interest of the Authority to, do so. 


All work incidental thereto, in accordance with specifi- 
cations. 


ea se E aa Ome 


in the following amounts: 
BIDS AMOUNT 
up to $200,000 10% 
$200,000 - $400,000 $20,000 
over $400,001 5% 


Bids must be accompanied by consent surety regard- 
less of whether a check or Bid Bond is submitted. All 
Bonds and Consents of Surety must be written by 
Surety Companies listed in the most recent Circular 
Number 570, United States Department of 
theTreasury. 

The Contract Documents are on file and can be 
obtained at theAdministrative Offices of the Authority 
DOCUMENTS WILL NOT BE MAILED. 


The Successful Bidder will be required to furnish an 
acceptable Performance and Labor and Material 
Payment Bond, written by a Surety listed in the most 
recent Circular No. 570, United States Department of 
the Treasury, to the Authority may preseribe-and with 
such Sureties as they may approve. 

All Bidders must be authorized to do business in New 
Jersey. Any Bidder which is a corporation not char- 
tered under the Laws of the State of New Jersey must 
submit an affidavit certifying that said corporation is 
authorized to do business in the State of New Jersey. 
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements 
of PublicLaw 1975, ©. 127, which pertains to "Non- 
Discrimination” and "Affirmative Action,” and Public 
Law 1977, 0.93, which requires a Statement of 


Entertainment 


D.J. for Hire! 


Lorry basta iy 


CALL ABOUT 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISING 
IN THE 
CITY NEWS 
908-754-3400 
DON’T DELAY 
CALL 
CITY NEWS 
TODAY!!! 


Classifieds 


HELP WANTED 


(20 HRS) Duties 


Lowest rates around 
call BIG J production at 755- 
4711 


Call about 
Classified 


advertising 
908-754-3400 


NATIONAL MAGAZINE SEEKS 
ARTISTS/PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Mustrators and photographers wanted to do art- 
work for monthly, teen publication. Call 908-754- 
4470 (ask for Jeremee) to set an appointment. 


computer entry, book 


and Saturday hrs. 
included. Repl: 
Director, Clark Public |] [eeu 
trary 303 Westies |] 19 
Ave., Clark 07066 EOE || a requests 
pall 
HELP WANTED: || Sossi 
Earn up to $500 || o 
per week assembling || compi 


HELP WANTED 
PUBLIC SAFETY TELECOMMUNICATOR 
TRAINEE 


Township of Clark, under direction, receives 


[involving the ecelvng, transmitting, and relay. 
o display of video display and/or radio mes- 


fand in receiving, relaying, and recording of 
ts for emergency assistance, which 
lave included the use of video display, data pro- 
|. automatic number identification, automatic 
identification, switching equipment, or other 
ler oriented equipment. To apply send letter and 


SENIOR HOUSING 


Fax legals to: 
908-753-1036 


24 hours a day 


Legal Notice 


LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT 


WEEHAWKEN SENIOR HOUSING CORPORATION 


at its new build- 


ti ing 
a of 2 rater Pec Vectra Ki. SLAE art crs bacroortaparisorta Wl be wvalable for con 


ancy on November 1, 1997. 


ELIGIBILITY will be based on certification of income as defined by IRS Low Income Housing Requirements. 


ELIGIBLE TENANT INCOMES 
UTILITY 


HOUSING 
UNIT RENT ALLOWANCE EXPENSE 
Efficiency 33 23 400 
Efficiency 390 23 413 
One bedroom 412 32 444 
444 
One Bedroom 486 32 518 
518 
One Bedroom 498 32 530 
530 


HOUSEHOLD 
SIZE 


Ren ea Ea 


MAXIMUM MINIMUM 
Mi INCOME 
16,750 12,000 
16,750 12,390 
16,750 13,320 
19,150 13,320 
20,100 15,540 
22,980 15,540 
20,100 15,900 
22,980 15,900 


You must specifically apply for a rental unit at this location. Your name will not be taken from any other waiting list. 


You may obtain an application by calling or visiting 


WEEHAWKEN SENIOR HOUSING CORPORATION 
525 GREGORY AVENUE 

WEEHAWKEN, NJ 07087 

201 - 348 - 4188 


Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p. 


All information will be kept strictly confidential, All applications will be taken on a first come, first serve basis. 


We do business in accordance with the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency. 


Equal Housing Opportunity. 


It’s easy. 


advertise yo 


classifieds ar 
legals in 


Ciry NEws 


call 


(908) 754-3400 
Deadline for 


\ 


ad copy is 


Thursday 
12 noon 


reserve your space byf] 
preceding Wednesda 
of publication 


$158.60 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


of com- 


products at home. || resumig to Sanford A. Kaplan, Business Administrator, 
No experience. Township of Clark, 430 Westfield Avenue, Clark, New 
INFO Jerseyj07066. Clark Township is an equal opportunity 
ahaa, eae oe affirmative action employer. 
DEPT. NJ-6155 FREELANCE REPORTERS NEEDED 
Freeland reporters are needed for the following areas: 
LAYOUT |} Newari. East Orange, Elizabeth, Paterson, Bergen 
LAYOUT ‘CountyAsbury Park and shore areas, Montclair, Trenton, 
Must have experi- |} Plaivetand Union County, Send your resume and cips 
ence laying out aie 
newspapers using Box a 
Quark Express, Plainfield, New Jersey 07060 
Photoshop or fax to: (908) 753-1036 
Send resume and 
samples to: Graphic Design 
Youth Magazine needs illustrator and layout 
City News persofiwith substantial knowledge of Quark, 
PO Box 1774 Photo§fop, and Adobe Illustrator. Work on 
Plainfield, Nu || conta Send resume and samples to: 
07060 YES Personnel 
PO Box 19 
Plainfield, NJ 07061 


Hardwood floors New kitchen 
wi/breakfast bar 


Elegant Apartments 


Rentals available 


d 
Two full baths 


2 bedroom apartments available 


for affordable rates 


Call 908-754-4914 


City News B6 OCTOBER 22-OCTOBER 28,1997 


A Call to Action f 


New Jersey Urban Centers need a Millennium Plan 


Urban centers need commitment to stimulate 
economic development and school achievement 


This year candidates for governor seem increasingly aware of the importance of the cities for their success, each 
has courted ministerial and community organizations trying to get their support. But are the candidates seeing the 
big picture? Invariably, when it comes to addressing issues the candidates think are important to the Black 
Community, they spend 90% of their verbal message talking on matters to appeal to the needs of the urban poor i.e., 
welfare, affordable housing, etc. While these issues may be a concern for the majority of the Black community, there 
are broader issues that concern many. Little if any written or verbal messages address economic development or job 
creation in urban centers. How do the candidates propose to create economic development and bring jobs into the 
urban centers? How do the candidates plan to improve the primary and secondary public schools in communities 
throughout the state? What are they proposing to reducejurban crime? Both Democrats and Republicans, seem to 
associate urban centers with only those who,are poor. i 


The Democrats stand to lose many Black woters because they have fixated at the lower income end of the urban 
spectrum to shape their message which too often equates income limitations with lower values. The only reason there 
is not wholesale desertion of the Democratic party is that Republicans have failed to do much better in articulating 
concerns of the broader base of Black Americans. In addition, the appearance nationally is that Republicans have 
tended to be anti everything that may benefit Blacks in order to build a broader white conservative constituency. 


The candidate who presents an action plan that affirms their commitment to urban centers in the new millenni- 
um will go a long way in changing the course of poverty in the urban communities as well as the voter base in urban 
centers. However, until the time a candidate gives us a real plan that will make a difference in our communities, we 
will get more lip service and piece meal solutions regardless of which party controls the Governor’s office. 


Therefore, we are calling on candidates for Governor of the great state of New Jersey to commit to presenting a 


Millennium Plan to revitalize New Jersey urban centers and public schools, thus ensuring New Jersey's competitive- 
ness as a state in the new millennium. 


Signed by Concerned Citizens of New Jersey 


Hamilton V. Bowser, Sr., P.E, President Rev. Regi . Jack $ Presi Minister Abdul Khadir Muhammad 
Evanbow Construction Co. Inc. Black Ministers Council of New Jersey Muhammad's Mosque #25 
i 
Bishop William T. Cahoon, Jurisdictional Bishop Henry C. Johnson, PH.D., President Howard Robinson, Regional Chairman 
House of Prayer Church of God In Christ City News Publishing Company National Business League of New Jersey 
i 
Kevin Derricotte C. Stephen Jones, Executive Director jamin Rose, E i y 
PR Strategies Metropolitan Ecumenical Ministry National Association of Minority Contractors 
i 
Dr. A Gaymon, President William Merritt, President & CEO Rev. Dr. Willie A. Simmons, President 
North Jersey Medical Society National Black United Fund United Community Corporation 
Elaine C. Harrington, President Dr. M. Frances Manning, President Ella S. Teal, President 
State NAACP Fellowship of Black Churches, Bergen County and NJ State Council of Urban Leagues 
vicinity. f 
Jerry Jackson, Chair i Pastor L. Williams, Manager 
Society of African-American Henry McCloud Crossroads of Life Inc. Christian Bookstore 
Governmental Employees NJ Institute of Technology 
$ Gregory Williams, President 
Rev. Moses A. Knott, Pastor Dr. Guy C. McCombs, President Mercer County Black Business Association 
Imani Baptist Church of Christ, Inc. Third Power Market Development 


i 
If you want to let our gubernatorial candidates know your concerns about developing New Jersey’s urban communities, 
join the list by sending your name to City News, PO Box 1774, Plainfield, NJ or fax us at 908-753-1036 


. : 


